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ICT Mark assessment report

	Name of school:
	Burntwood School

	Postcode:
	SW17 0AQ

	School urn:
	101059

	Preferred name of school for certificate if different to above: (check with school)
	

	Name of head teacher:
	Ms Helen Dorfman

	Name of assessor:
	Pippa Dorman

	Name of moderator (if applicable)
	Richard Allen

	Date of assessment:
	23rd June

	Focus Elements:
	Extended Opportunities for Learning
Professional Development

Leadership and Management

	Outline agenda of visit:


	Burntwood School is a large school specialising in science. The school is a Partnership Promotion School and has achieved Healthy School Status. A higher proportion of pupils is eligible for free school meals than in most schools. A significant proportion of pupils are from minority ethnic groups and the largest groups are Pakistani, Black Caribbean and Black African. About half of the pupils have a home language or languages other than English and the most common home languages spoken are Tamil, Urdu, and Polish. A low proportion of students have learning difficulties or disabilities. 




Commentary on assessment: 
	1) Vision, leadership and organisational management 

Burntwood School led a wide consultation to explore and define the vision for the school. As a sample secondary school going through the BSF process in Wandsworth, Burntwood have thoroughly investigated their current and future requirements regarding ICT across the board and have organised a range of appropriate groups to action these requirements. The school is heavily involved with developing delivery against the 14-19 agenda and sees technology as key. This forms part of their BSF Strategy for change. The head teacher is fully involved, attending all ICT dialogue meetings. 
The ICT Development Group look at the discrete ICT curriculum and cross curricular ICT in teaching and learning, ensuring that progression is in place. The E-champion Group look at innovative ways to teach using ICT in all departments. Both groups monitor and report to senior leadership regularly who then adapt and plan professional development opportunities as necessary. Staff also complete, an ICT skills audit on a regular basis, (the latest audit had happened a few weeks before this visit) and the results of this are analysed to ensure a series of targeted development opportunities can then offered to staff. Teachers interviewed talked positively about their recent experiences of taking part in the audit and the subsequent training sessions.
The ICT department carried out an audit of pupils’ ICT access at home. Decisions taken after understanding the levels of access included opening up the library computer suite every day before and after school and promoting the Home Access grant initiative. Extended opportunities for learning are centred around the school’s MLE and SAM Learning, both of which the whole school has access to and will work on any platform.  
Teachers have all been briefed upon e-safety issues and e-safety management. Teachers interviewed knew what to do in the case of an e-safety incident and all form teachers teach pupils about e-safety during PHSE lessons. Pupils interviewed confirmed that e-safety assemblies were regular and informative, with many of them becoming quite animated when talking about lessons learnt and messages taken home after e-safety assemblies, especially hard-hitting video examples from CEOP.

 

	2) Provision of ICT; quality and range 

All subject schemes of work (SOW) have been developed to include ICT when and where appropriate. The ICT development group monitor the SOW and provide training and guidance when required. E-champions in each department help to further experiment in their subject areas with innovative use of ICT. These teachers feed back to their departments on a regular basis and the subject specific schemes are re-worked to incorporate these new technologies when appropriate, with training given when needed. The teachers refer to the ICT SOW to see the level pupils are able to work at and the skills they have already covered. 
The media/literacy and humanities teachers interviewed confirmed the above and gave examples of ICT usage in their own subject areas. The humanities teacher had recently started to experiment with the use of voting technology in her own classes during PHSE lessons and for revision tasks. She felt this technology really engaged the pupils with their learning. She also commented on the success of the new registration system. The school makes good use of its electronic registration, updating by class throughout the day rather than the start of a registration period. The teacher believes that letting the pupils see their own registration data makes them take registration and attendance more seriously. 
ICT capability is assessed by ICT subject teachers and regularly recorded in the school’s MIS system. These results will be made available to parents once online reporting is enabled (the school is ready for this and is waiting for their MLE provider to release this component). Current parental engagement focuses on the school website. Parents are sent text reminders to access the website when new content is uploaded. The school are looking at moving more information across to the MLE once parental reporting is enabled.

Teachers interviewed were very happy with the ICT support in place at the school confirming that ICT issues are dealt with promptly. The school currently has a team of three technicians, one of whom we spoke to on our tour of the school. New developments in place regarding BSF indicate that a different type of support will be in place but that the school has decided to retain part of their own in-house support.

The school has developed an area for special needs learning. This area is fully resourced to support pupils with different needs but SLT outlined this area as an area for development in the future. 


	3) Demonstrating impact on learning and teaching 

The use of ICT in the arts has had a tremendous impact upon the standard of work. A current exhibition of photography demonstrates the high levels of attainment in digital media. The Head Teacher highlighted one example of a pupil who does not have to complete the standard foundation year before starting her degree on the basis of her own high achievement in this field. Pupils talked enthusiastically about the use of video in Dance, PE and Drama to further support self and peer assessment opportunities and to help them revise. One group of pupils fondly recalled working with ICT in DT to create and design a 3D birdhouse. Pupils in Year 11 talked about the revision opportunities provided online by the literacy department over the half term holidays. When quizzed about the importance of evaluating web based information, pupils demonstrated that they had clear understanding of e-safety issues including understanding the digital literacy (e.g. detecting bias). 
Pupils are able to study Latin via a video conference link with teachers in Cambridge. The scheme has been so successful that pupils are now taking GCSE Latin.

The school has outlined the area of disadvantaged/gifted pupil ICT progress, monitoring and provision as an area for improvement.  There is provision for these pupils to use ICT and have access to appropriate resources but the school believe that more could be done to support this group.


Areas of strength/outstanding practice within the context of the self-review framework:

	· Burntwood School’s MLE is well developed and well managed. The school has been chosen as an exemplary model of MLE provision and development, with Samantha Hind selected to lead other secondary schools in the local authority in their own MLE development.
· As a result of strong management and BSF review processes the school has a well defined and thoroughly embedded ICT vision. The SLT demonstrate commitment and enthusiasm to the development of ICT at Burntwood School.
· Use of data across all subject areas is strong with all teachers using the school’s MIS to input and analyse pupil progress.


The future: Possible areas for development and further progression within the context of the self-review framework. These should not be considered as weaknesses, but constitute an important contribution to planning for the future.
	·  Further improve provision and assessment of SEN pupils
·  ICT is already embedded across all subjects but there is scope to further embed and develop existing ICT teaching and learning across the curriculum, especially through further embedding of teaching and learning with the MLE.
· The provision of online reporting to further engage parents. 


Assessor recommendation:

Threshold reached    
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