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ABOUT THIS CURRICULUM GUIDE 

INFORMATION FOR FAMILIES 

 
This booklet has been designed to help students support and encourage their daughter's learning during her first year at 
Burntwood. In it students will find detailed information on the programmes of study and resources to be used, and a guide 
to the amount of homework set in each subject area.  Students will also find the name of the member of staff to be contacted 
if students have any specific queries or difficulties.  
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Burntwood students are required to take part in all areas of the curriculum. 

 
The 'How You Can Help' section of each page will give parents/carers suggestions of ways in which they can positively support 

their child. 

 
All students in Year 7 are being continuously assessed in both classwork and homework. In addition, they will take school 

examinations at the end of the school year. There will be grade sheets sent home in the Spring Term and written 
reports in July. 
 
I do hope that students will find this booklet helpful and that parents/carers can use the information in it to support our work, 

and that of their child. 

 
 

Ms J. Dukoff 
Curriculum Co-ordinator Year 7  

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
As a gold UNICEF Rights Respecting School, everything that we do is driven by the United Nations 
Convention on the Rights of the Child.  At the heart of our curriculum are articles 28, 29 and 13 of 
the UN CRC: the "Right to Education",  the "Goals of Education" and the "Freedom of Expression".  
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WELCOME 

 
 
 
Dear Parent/Carers, 
 
At Burntwood we have a commitment to offering students daughters a broad and balanced curriculum. Our aim is to 
equip them with the knowledge, skills and experience that will enable them to have high aspirations and to achieve 
their goals in the future.  
 
Our curriculum has been designed to enable students to become successful studentsng women who enjoy learning, 
make progress and therefore become responsible citizens who make a positive contribution to society.  
  
If you do have further questions please do not hesitate to contact us at info@burntwoodschool.com and we will direct 
your query to the relevant member of staff. 
 
Our website has a list of extracurricular activities that run throughout the year. Students can find it by clicking the 
following link https://www.burntwoodschool.com/ Please have a look and encourage your daughter to take part in a 
few of the many opportunities that are available to her.  
 
 
Yours Sincerely 
 
 
 
 
 
Mrs Helen Shorrock 
Principal  
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SCHOOL LIBRARY 

 
Burntwood School Library is located on the ground floor of Building 2.  Fiction, non-fiction books,  textbooks, revision 
guides, comics, manga and magazines are available. Computers are accessible for students to complete homework 
before and after school, during break and lunchtimes. Black/ white and coloured printing is available at these times for 
a small cost. Stationery items are also sold at very reasonable prices. Cash only. 
 
The Library is staffed by a full-time Librarian and part-time Library Assistant, who are available to answer queries and 
to assist students in finding any information they may need.  All Year 7 students participate in a Library induction with 
their tutor group. Students are entitled to borrow a maximum of 3 items for up to 2 weeks at a time.  Overdue books are 
recalled first on lists to tutors, then letters home to parents. Lost/damaged books are charged for, with the replacement 
cost being the full price of the book. 
 
There are exciting events organised by the Library. During the week we run a number of social lunch time clubs including 
Book club, Craft club, Games club and Drawing & Manga club. Over the School year we also host a library sleep over, 
run at least one Book Fair, have author visits, run themed displays and competitions, have library picnics and participate 
in local and UK-wide Book Award programmes with our Book club. 

 

LITERACY AND NUMERACY 

 

We believe our students need to have strong Literacy and Numeracy skills to enable them to succeed academically and 

to have a wide choice of opportunities for their futures.  Literacy and Numeracy skills are embedded in all aspects of the 

curriculum at Burntwood. There is additional funding to provide some additional classes in both L iteracy and Numeracy.  

Some students will be withdrawn from some lessons for both Literacy and Numeracy.  Students will miss classes in other 

areas of the curriculum to enable them to attend these courses.  Both classes are taught by specialist teachers and 

time is given to reading and enjoyment of short texts, as well as consolidating essential mathematical skills such as 

timestables and place value. We see the Literacy and Numeracy Classes as an important way of supporting students who 

may not have the skills to access the curriculum. Attending the Literacy and Numeracy Classes will mean that these 

students are able to make the best progress possible in all their school subjects. 
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ENGLISH 

 

LESSON/S PER WEEK: 4         HOMEWORK: 60 Minutes per week 

 

STAFF TO CONTACT: Ms S. Doherty (Head of Cluster) 

 

COURSE CONTENT/DESCRIPTION 

 
Reading is fundamental to the Year Seven Curriculum. Throughout the year, students build on their knowledge of a 
range of forms and genres, becoming familiar with the conventions of each. Whole texts form the basis of most units to 
develop their reading and resilience in tackling whole texts. Students will undertake a novel on the theme of Rites of 
Passage, a text from Myths and Legends, either Sir Gawain and the Green Knight or Beowulf, a whole Shakespeare 
play, currently Romeo and Juliet, and a unit on identity poetry. To support students in their reading, Library lessons are 
scheduled half-termly for every KS3 class. We give students the opportunity to express themselves in writing in a variety 
of forms and verbally through a range of Speaking and Listening tasks. 
 
 

While every unit is completed with a consolidation piece, aimed at developing students’ skills in Reading, Writing and 
Speaking and Listening, each unit has scope for numerous shorter writing tasks, with the focus being on clarity, precision 
and technical accuracy. Students are encouraged to plan, edit and redraft their work rather than focus solely on the final 
product. 
 
 

• Throughout Key Stage 3, the English Cluster has the following aims for our students: 

• To encourage students to read widely and challengingly both in class and at home. 

• To create a greater sense of independence in reading, research and interpretation. 

• To read whole texts and foster the enjoyment of reading. 

• To heighten the importance of the unseen text and to provide students with the skills needed to tackle them. 

• Increase the importance of non-fiction by emphasising it in every unit of study. 

• To cover a variety of time periods, literary movements and themes through the texts and units we offer. 

• To consolidate a stronger grammatical focus in every unit. 

• To stretch and develop each student's vocabulary. 

• To assess students on skills rather than knowledge; to ensure assessments are linear and demonstrate a 
student's development over time. 

• To complement longer units with shorter ones that consolidate practical knowledge that the students require. 

• Encourage students to write frequently, fluently and at length. 

• Promote the writing process as a whole rather than just the final product. 

• Encourage critical writing, as well as creative, from an early age. 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

  

HOW YOU CAN HELP 

Please encourage your daughter’s reading both for school and leisure and by visiting the library. It is expected that 
they will read for 20 minutes per day outside of school. Introducing your daughter to new genres and texts that are 
both challenging and enjoyable will help her to develop as a reader. This also benefits her English skills more broadly 
and will reinforce her success. To support your daughter, you could ask questions about what she is reading and ask 
her to record and share the new vocabulary that she has looked up. 
 

 

 

BOOKS/OTHER MATERIALS/VISITS etc. 

All texts and reading books are provided by the English Cluster, as are a number of worksheets. Short booklets are 
available to take home whilst longer, more detailed lists are available for reference. There are a number of 
opportunities for visits and extracurricular experiences throughout the year, including theatre trips, writing master 
classes and participation in Wellbeing Week. 

 

GROUP ORGANISATION/SETTING 

In year 7, students attend English lessons in mixed-ability (tutor group) classes. Students will then be put into sets 
according to their ability for the beginning of year 8. Students, and their parents, are notified of their new class sets at 
the end of the school year. The allocation of students to sets will be based on teacher assessment of their performance 
in class, the quality of their homework and the standard of progression in reading and writing. 
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ORAL FEEDBACK  

  

Oral feedback can include:  
  

• Questions about their ideas or work  

• Helping students with a misunderstanding   

• Asking students to comment on another student’s work   

• Asking students to discuss questions with a partner or a group   

• Asking students to back up their thoughts and ideas with evidence  

• Pressure free tests and quizzes   

• Use of a copier to share their work with the class  

• Sharing ideas in a PowerPoint presentation   

• Evaluating their work and that others with a success criteria from their teacher  

• To discuss general class targets and choose the most relevant to students   
  
Students should listen to spoken feedback carefully and use it to help students to improve their work.    

 

WRITTEN FEEDBACK  

 

Students will undertake a consolidation piece at the end of every unit. Teachers will mark these, providing written 
feedback in the form of praise and specific skills-orintated targets. After the piece has been returned, students will 
have time in class to use their feedback to improve their work.   
  
Written feedback can include:  
  

• Their teacher pointing out mistakes to do with spelling and grammar for students to correct.  

• Their teacher may write hints or questions to help students improve their ideas.   

• Their teacher may ask students to compare their work with another student.  

• Students might be asked to give feedback to another student using a checklist given by their teacher  
  
Students should read written feedback carefully and use it to help students to improve their work.    

 

FEEDBACK 

 

All forms of spoken and written feedback can be used to help their teacher plan their lessons, and to help students 
understand how to improve in English. 

5 
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 MATHEMATICS 

 
LESSON/S PER WEEK: 4      HOMEWORK: 60 Minutes per week 

 

STAFF TO CONTACT: Ms C. Rupprecht (Head of Key Stage 3 Mathematics) 

 

COURSE CONTENT/DESCRIPTION 

 
In Mathematics, the Key Stage 3 curriculum is covered in two years. Students start their GCSE course in Year 9.  
 
The core topics taught in Year 7 are place value and arithmetic, powers and factors, 2D shapes, and fractions. However, 
these topics are just the starting point for learning. While students are ensuring they have a firm numerical foundation, 
they are also learning to explain, justify, and generalize their understanding. Problem solving and non-standard 
contexts are regularly featured in lessons, developing students’ critical thinking skills. Algebra is introduced as a natural  
extension of each topic, so that students feel confident tackling these higher level mathematical concepts. 
 
Lessons utilise a variety of approaches to teaching, combining individual, paired, and group work. Students will 
complete the majority of their work in their exercise books, whilst some tasks may be presented orally to the class, on 
individual whiteboards, or created as a poster or other display. Further, the importance of perseverance is highlighted 
by a focus on marking and improving on students’ work through teacher assessment as well as self- and peer-
assessment. Regular practise in oral and mental activities and the relevance of Maths to life outside the classroom are 
featured throughout each unit of work. 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

  

HOW YOU CAN HELP 

 

• Create a positive environment around maths at home by talking about maths challenges as opportunities to 
grow smarter, rather than intimidating tasks to be avoided. 

• Review the week’s classwork together to reinforce key concepts. 

• Check that homework is completed twice a week. 

• Ensure all maths equipment – especially a scientific calculator – is packed for school each day. 
 

BOOKS/OTHER MATERIALS/VISITS etc. 

 

Every student should always bring their exercise book, a pen, HB pencil, ruler, 360° or 180° protractor, pair of 
compasses, and scientific calculator to maths lessons.  There are Key Stage 3 practice books available from major 
booksellers to reinforce learning at home. 
 

GROUP ORGANISATION/SETTING 

 
The Mathematics curriculum is taught in mixed-attainment groups throughout Key Stage 3. 
 
Additional Numeracy lessons are provided for students who require additional time to secure key concepts. 
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ORAL FEEDBACK 

 
There are many different ways in which students receive verbal feedback.  Often activities are designed to 
encourage this.  
  
The teacher might:  
o Ask a student a question about the topic that they are currently learning about  
o Ask a student to comment on another student’s answer  
o Ask the class to show an answer on a mini-whiteboard  
o Go through class or homework questions that students have struggled with  
o Ask a student to explain their thinking  
o Ask a student to present their work to the class  

  
All of this feedback will help their teacher find out what students need help with so that they can plan lessons more 
effectively.  
  

WRITTEN FEEDBACK 

 

Sometimes written feedback is considered a more effective way of providing help to students.  
  
Written feedback might take the form of:  

• Circling careless mistakes   

• A hint or the next step; this is effective when a student has misunderstood something  

• Advice on the layout of their work  

• Students marking their own work using answers provided by the teacher  

• Students marking each other’s work  
  
At KS3 and KS4, Sparx Maths can be used to set homework.  This is automatically marked and students are 
provided with instant feedback.  Sparx Maths customises the questions for each student based on their current 
level of attainment, and routinely incorporates revision to support long-term memory.   
  
The teacher might also set an activity designed so that they can provide written feedback.    
  
This might be an:  
Open book task  

• Usually set at the end of a unit of work  

• Students work on their own using their exercise books to help  

• The task will consist of some key questions from the unit that students have recently finished  

• The teacher will then mark this work and provide written feedback  

• The teacher will then go over the questions in class and students use a purple-pen to correct their work  

• Students will then glue the marked task into their exercise books  

• Allowing students to use their exercise books will, hopefully, demonstrate the importance of taking clear 
and through notes  

   
End of term assessment.    

• These take place three time per year and may cover several units of work  

• Students work on their own and in silence  

• The teacher will mark the assessment and provide written feedback  

• The teacher will then go over the assessment in class and students use a purple-pen to correct their work  

• The teacher will provide each student with a list of the topics that they have done well in and a list of topics 
that they should go over again  

• Students should use Hegarty Maths fill any gaps in their understanding  

• Students should glue this list into their exercise book.  

• The teacher will keep the marked assessment  
  

All of this feedback will help their teacher find out what students need help with so that they can plan lessons more 
effectively.  
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SCIENCE 

 
LESSON/S PER WEEK: 3         HOMEWORK: 60 Minutes per week 

 
STAFF TO CONTACT: Mr J. Beaumont (Head of Science) and Ms A. Baloch (Head of KS3 Science) 

COURSE CONTENT/DESCRIPTION 

The KS3 Science curriculum is delivered throughout Years 7 and 8, providing students with a strong foundation in key scientif ic 

concepts and skills. This early grounding prepares students effectively for the more advanced content of the GCSE Science 

course, which begins in Year 9. Students will learn about health and safety in the labs and how to think like scientists—asking 

questions, conducting investigations, analysing data and drawing conclusions, while exploring how science impacts their lives 

and the world around them. 

 

The course is divided into thematic units across three core scientific disciplines: 

 

Biology 

• Cells: understanding cells as the building blocks of life 

• Structure and function of Body Systems: exploring how the respiratory, skeletal, and muscular systems work 

• Reproduction: learning about human and plant reproduction and changes during puberty 

 

Chemistry 

• Particles and their behaviour: introducing states of matter and particle theory 

• Elements, Atoms & Compounds: learning the basic building blocks of substances 

• Separation techniques: exploring methods like filtration and distillation to separate mixtures 

• Acid & Alkalis: exploring the properties, reactions, and uses of acidic and alkaline substances 

 

Physics 

• Forces: understanding push/pull forces, stretching and squashing and friction 

• Sound: discovering how we hear and how sound travels 

• Light: learning how light travels, how we see objects, and how light behaves  

• Space: the solar system, the movement of celestial bodies, and the Earth's place in the universe 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

HOW YOU CAN HELP 

You can support your daughter’s learning by checking homework assignments are completed every week on CENTURY using 

your parent login.  

At home, encourage her to explore online revision tools like Kerboodle and BBC Bitesize for KS3. Discuss what she’s been 

learning at school, current scientific developments, watch documentaries together and read accessible science articles online to 

further spark her interest and understanding. 

Foster your daughter’s curiosity by encouraging her to explore and ask questions about the world around her. Visiting engaging 

science venues—such as the Science Museum, Natural History Museum, London Planetarium, the Wetlands Centre in Barnes 

and the London Aquarium can help bring scientific concepts to life. 

 

GROUP ORGANISATION/SETTING 

Students attend Science lessons in their tutor groups which are of mixed ability.  

 

 
BOOKS/OTHER MATERIALS/VISITS etc. 

Students will have a separate exercise book for biology, chemistry and physics and should ensure they bring a pen, pencil, ru ler 

and a calculator for their Science lessons.  

Students are assigned weekly homework via CENTURY (https://app.century.tech/login/) To access their assignments, students 

must first log in to Microsoft Teams using their school-issued login credentials. Once logged in, they should select the ‘Sign in 

with Office 365’ option on the CENTURY platform. Each week, students will be assigned a minimum of one nugget to complete, 

covering a topic from either Biology, Chemistry, or Physics.  

Resources for each lesson can be found on Microsoft teams. Students can access ‘Activate’ textbooks on Kerboodle to support 

their learning.   

British Science Week, celebrated annually in March, engages Year 7 and 8 students in a range of activities aligned with the 

national theme, fostering curiosity and enthusiasm for science through hands-on learning and exploration. 

Students with a passion for science are encouraged to become Science Scholars. The programme offers opportunities beyond 

the classroom, including STEM career talks, hands-on experiments, creative projects, and educational visits. In previous years, 

Science Scholars have visited King’s College to experience a day in the life of a scientist, Wandsworth recycling centre, the 

Science Museum and have competed in the NPL Water Rocket Challenge. 

Science Masterclass offers an enriching extension opportunity for more able students, providing challenging investigations and 

deeper exploration of scientific concepts beyond the standard curriculum.  
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ORAL FEEDBACK 

 

During their science lessons students will receive feedback in many ways! Here are some examples of when 
students may receive oral feedback:  

• Whole-class feedback from their teacher during practical lessons  

• Feedback conversations with their teacher whilst students are doing an independent task  

• Self-assessment when using purple pen during class work  

• Peer-assessment when using purple pen in groups or sharing answers to improve their work  

• Using previous students work to help improve their own  

• Using mini whiteboards to show and tell answers such as writing equations, answering questions or 
sketching a diagram  

• Discussion when their teacher is demonstrating a practical  

• Feedback when working as a pair/group to complete a practical  

• Receiving feedback from their teacher on questions students found more difficult after an assessment  

• Using spider diagrams to compare ideas within small groups and as a whole class  

• Demonstration/discussion of how best to complete graph work  

• Demonstration/discussion of practical work  

• Being set extension work once their teacher is confident students have completed the main task 
correctly  

 

WRITTEN FEEDBACK 

 

Written feedback will be given to students in their science book once a term for each science.     
  
This will usually be a target, which will help students improve on something students have done less well, so 
students can make progress to the next level. Here are some examples:  
  

• Guidance on how to correct errors when using subject specific vocab, literacy, numeracy and 
graphing  

• Areas students have misunderstood a scientific theory, and how students can improve their 
understanding  

• Work as a class to improve on an answer, using purple pen in their book  

• A target (T1, T2, T3) based on a piece of work students have completed, the target will challenge 
students to improve their answer  

• A quiz or mini assessment during lesson which students mark during lesson with purple pen.  

• Use of purple pen for peer and self-assessment during lesson work   

• Extended writing questions which are marked either in lesson with purple pen, or by their teacher with 
a target.  

  
Students will also be given targets on assessments. These will be:  
  
- A Mid-year assessment for Biology, Chemistry and Physics with written targets.   
  
- An End of year assessment for Biology, Chemistry and Physics with written targets.   
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PHYSICAL AND PERFORMING ARTS EDUCATION 

 
LESSON/S PER WEEK: 4                     HOMEWORK: 15 Minutes per subject per week 

 
STAFF TO CONTACT: Ms S. Dunn (Head of Physical and Performing Arts Education Cluster) 
 

COURSE CONTENT/DESCRIPTION 

Physical  &  Arts  Education  at  Burntwood  comprises of four  subjects  -  Dance,  Drama,  Music and  PE. 

Burntwood has a rigorous and disciplined approach to Physical and Performing Arts Education. Each subject teaches a 
range of skills and techniques, some of which are common, some of which are unique to each subject. Common skills 
include the: development of imagination, development of student confidence, ability to co-operate with others,  
improvement of sustained application, processes of critical analysis, investigation, experimentation, presentation and 
performance. 

 

Specialist Skills: 

 

Music: Students perform and compose with voice and instruments and learn harmonic skills.  Listening and appraising 
skills are also developed.  Students can request individual tuition in a wide range of instrumental lessons. 

  

Drama: Students are introduced to the basic elements.  These include improvisation, still image, narration, Kabuki 
Theatre, storytelling, and the development of role and the creative use of language, movement and space. 

 

Dance: Students will develop performance, choreography and appreciation skills.  Students will explore a range of styles, 
themes and professional dance works through action, space and dynamics. 

 

P.E: Students develop performance and understanding in a range of sporting activities.  The lessons develop fitness, 
improve skills and techniques. All students will have a swimming unit during the year. Students have the 
opportunity to be involved in Sports Day in the Summer term. 

  

Themes 

The arts are taught as discrete subjects, with year 7 studying at least one theme based cross curricular module such as "Space" 
taught in the Spring term in both Dance and Drama.  A wide variety of themes chosen in order to investigate sociological, 
cultural, historical, arts and environmental issues.  

 

 

 

 

 
  

HOW YOU CAN HELP 

Students are encouraged to take an active interest in homework and help when appropriate.  Many of our homework 
tasks can be found on TEAMs.  Students are asked to ensure your daughter has appropriate equipment and that it is 
brought to every lesson.  The Cluster has very high standards of public performance and parental support is valued, not 
only in terms of rehearsal and extra-curricular time, but also in attendance at events.  Students are invited to our out of 
school trips to concerts and to the theatre as they occur.  Any cultural visits which can be organised by families will 
enhance your daughter’s commitment to, and enjoyment of, the Arts.  There is a wide range of extra-curricular sport clubs 
and competitions available to students, and families can help by encouraging students to participate and be active. 

 

GROUP ORGANISATION/SETTING 

The PAE cluster is taught in mixed ability tutor groups.  There is one lesson a week each of music, dance, drama.  

They will have the equivalent of one and a half hours of P.E. per week.  Students of all faiths are expected to join in 

all aspects of the PAE curriculum. 

 
BOOKS/OTHER MATERIALS/VISITS/FIELD COURSES etc. 

Dance: Students need their red PE top and black leggings.  Hair must be tied back and all jewellery removed for 
safety reasons. 
Compulsory P.E. Kit: Red polo shirt with black panels and Burntwood logo, red skort with black panel or black 
tracksuit bottoms with white piping, sports trainers (not canvas shoes, vans or converse), plain black swimming 
costume (no stripes or other decoration), black swimming hat (available to purchase from the swim teacher) and towel. 
 
Recommended PE Kit: Black tracksuit jacket with red panels and white piping and Burntwood logo (available from 
the uniform shop).  
Please ensure all PE kit is clearly labelled with their daughter’s name and tutor group, we can’t return lost kit unless 
we know who it belongs to. 
Any student who, for religious reasons, needs to have arms and legs fully covered may wear a plain black leotard and 
leggings for swimming. 
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ORAL FEEDBACK  

 

During practical lessons students will receive teacher feedback in groups, pairs and individually as students 
rehearse or practice during their PAE lesson.    
   
Students will receive whole class feedback when a lot of students have made similar mistakes in assessments.   
   
Their teacher will give students additional tasks and feedback if students are achieving high levels in their PAE 
subjects.  
   
If students need some support their teachers in PAE will provide students with feedback which will help students 
get to the next stage.  
   

Students will give and receive oral feedback from their peers in all of their PAE lessons.   

 

WRITTEN FEEDBACK 

 

Students will receive written feedback on their practical work completed in the lesson at least once each term. 
Their teachers will use some group feedback sheets, post-it notes and other quick ways to give students targets 
whilst students work so students know how to make immediate improvements to their work.   
  

Students will also receive feedback on homework via TEAMs once per half term (Dance, Drama, Music). 
Sometimes this will include rubrics for more detailed feedback.  
   
Students will be practically assessed each half term. Students will be able to find these levels either on TEAMs or 
in their booklets.   
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GEOGRAPHY 

LESSON/S PER WEEK: 2         HOMEWORK: 30 Minutes per week 

 

STAFF TO CONTACT: Ms S. McManamon (Head of Geography) 

 

COURSE CONTENT/DESCRIPTION 

The Year 7 course at Burntwood introduces themes from the human and physical worlds, and explores how the two 
coexist. Students practice different numerical, literacy and geographical skills throughout the year.  
 

Introduction to Geography  
Students will consider the dynamic and diverse nature of Geography as a subject. They will develop key geographical 
concepts and skills that will be built on throughout Key Stage 3.   
  
Fantastic Places  
Students will explore physical and human characteristics of key world regions including the Middle East, Africa, Russia 
and Asia. They will investigate what makes them special and how humans are changing them.   
  
Weather and Climate  
Students investigate and explore our local weather and why weather varies globally. Students have the opportunity to 
use weather monitoring equipment to observe firsthand how weather is measured and recorded.  
  
  
The rise of China and India  
Students will complete geographical enquiries on China and India, and how they have grown in economic and 
geopolitical importance. Enquiries will include both human and physical features of the countries as well as the impacts 
of development on the local and wider environment.  
  
An introduction to geology  
Students will discover the processes of rock formation and the rock cycle, and apply this knowledge to important 
geological sites of the UK.  
 

Assessment 
Students’  work  is  assessed  regularly with end  of  unit assessments once per term. 
Peer assessment and self-assessment will also be in place throughout the year. 

 
 
 

  

HOW YOU CAN HELP 

 
You can help your daughter by reading and checking her homework and encouraging the use of libraries and the 
internet for research tasks. 

 

BOOKS/OTHER MATERIALS/VISITS/FIELD COURSES etc. 

 

Students use a variety of texts over the course of the year; including Progress in KS3, Atlases, Geography Matters Books 
1 and 2, (National Curriculum editions), Foundations.  The following equipment is required: pens, pencils, rubber, ruler, 
colouring pencils and glue. 

 

GROUP ORGANISATION/SETTING 

 
Students are taught in mixed ability tutor groups throughout KS3 (Yrs7-9) 
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FEEDBACK 

 

What is feedback?  
Feedback is any information given to students by their teacher about their progress which will help students to 
move their learning forward. Feedback also highlights what students have done well.  
 
What will the feedback look like?  
Students will receive feedback in a variety of different ways. It might be written feedback in the form of marking (in 
their book or on Teams), or feedback given verbally by their teacher during a lesson. It might also be peer 
feedback – this is when students mark each other’s work after their teacher has given students guidance on what 
to look for. If their teacher is highlighting what students have done well students may receive a sticker or a stamp. 
  
What will I receive feedback for?  
Students will receive feedback every time students complete an assessment. Their teacher will give feedback to 
the class which will cover common mistakes and how to improve. Students will also get written feedback regularly 
throughout the year. How often this happens depends on their subject and Key Stage (see below). Generally 
written feedback will be for pieces of extended writing or exam practice questions. Their class teacher will be able 
give students more information on exactly which pieces of work will receive written feedback.  
 
What should I do when I get feedback?  
Students will always be given time to reflect on their feedback, whether in class or as homework and students will 
be expected to complete targets set by their teacher or re-do a piece of work or question. This will make sure 
students get the maximum benefit from their feedback.  
 
How often will I get written feedback?  
6 times per year  
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HISTORY 

 
LESSON/S PER WEEK: 2         HOMEWORK: 30 Minutes per week 

 

STAFF TO CONTACT: Ms S. Higgins (Head of History) 

 

COURSE CONTENT/DESCRIPTION 

 

History KS3 Overview - KS3 History is approached thematically as well as chronologically. 

In this way students will re-visit key themes each year and build upon the previous year’s learning and progress. 
 
Year 7 Topics include: 
What is History? - Students will consider what the study of History entails and why we should study it, developing the 
skills to analyse and evaluate historical sources. They will also explore key historical concepts such as change and 
continuity, significance, interpretation and causation. This unit will introduce the skills that the students will develop in 
the coming year. 
 
Settlers and invaders to Britain pre 1066 
Students learn and gain an overview of the various invaders and settlers who come to Britian from 61 BCE-1066CE and 
the impact each group has on Britain 
 
William the Conqueror and the Battle of Hastings - Students will learn about the Battle of Hastings and why the 
methods William used to gain control of England after 1066 were successful. 
 
Medieval Life - Students will use a range of primary and secondary evidence to learn about life in the Middle Ages in 
Britain. Students will consider the following questions - What did people believe? How did they conduct their everyday 
lives? What changed and what stayed the same? 
 
King John and the Barons’ Rebellion - Students will study the changing nature of kingship and power, focusing 
particularly on King John and the Magna Carta and the causes of the Barons’ rebellion in 1216. 
 
The Black Death - Students will study the causes and consequences of the Black Death and consider its significance in 
the long term to medieval society and whether it contributed to the Peasants revolt in 1381. 
 
Local area study- Students will research and investgate Merton Priory, from when it was established to it’s dissolution, 
considering its’ role in history and the local community over time.  
 

  
BOOKS/OTHER MATERIALS/VISITS etc. 

 

Students use a variety of textbooks and other resources such as artefacts in lessons. Students will have the 
opportunity to research using the internet and other resources in the Burntwood library. The following equipment is 
required: pens, pencils, rubber, ruler, colouring pencils and glue. 

 

HOW STUDENTS CAN HELP 

 
Encourage your daughter to discuss what she is learning at school  at home. Ensure she completes her homework every 
week. A visit to the British or Victoria & Albert Museums would be useful, entrance to these museums is free.  The 
Museum of London has a permanent exhibition on Medieval London.  Please encourage your daughter to use the library 
at school or locally and to read historical novels or books on the period she is studying. A list of relevant books is available 
from the History Department. 

 

GROUP ORGANISATION/SETTING 

 

Year 7 students are taught in mixed ability tutor groups throughout KS3 (Yrs7-9). 
Assesments: students are regularly assessed throughout the year and have an assessment after each unit completed. 
Peer assessment and self-assessment will also be in place throughout the year. 
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FEEDBACK 

 

What is feedback?  
Feedback is any information given to students by their teacher about their progress which will help students to 
move their learning forward. Feedback also highlights what students have done well.  
 
What will the feedback look like?  
Students will receive feedback in a variety of different ways. It might be written feedback in the form of marking (in 
their book or on Teams), or feedback given verbally by their teacher during a lesson. It might also be peer 
feedback – this is when students mark each other’s work after their teacher has given students guidance on what 
to look for. If their teacher is highlighting what students have done well students may receive a sticker or a stamp. 
  
What will I receive feedback for?  
Students will receive feedback every time students complete an assessment. Their teacher will give feedback to 
the class which will cover common mistakes and how to improve. Students will also get written feedback regularly 
throughout the year. How often this happens depends on their subject and Key Stage (see below). Generally 
written feedback will be for pieces of extended writing or exam practice questions. Their class teacher will be able 
give students more information on exactly which pieces of work will receive written feedback.  
 
What should I do when I get feedback?  
Students will always be given time to reflect on their feedback, whether in class or as homework and students will 
be expected to complete targets set by their teacher or re-do a piece of work or question. This will make sure 
students get the maximum benefit from their feedback.  
 
How often will I get written feedback?  
6 times per year  
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RELIGIOUS STUDIES 

 
LESSON/S PER WEEK: 1         HOMEWORK: 30 Minutes per week 

 

STAFF TO CONTACT: Ms R. Bakhsh (Head of Religious Studies) 

 

COURSE CONTENT/DESCRIPTION 

 
This course introduces students to the study of Christianity and World Faiths. It considers the different religions represented in 
school, the community and the wider world.  There are four units of study.  
 
UNIT 1: What is Religious Studies?  An introduction to the themes and concepts of R.S. including signs, symbols and stories, 
and religion in the community. Students will have the opportunity to explore what the study of R.S entails, British values and 
consider the nature of God and philosophically debate whether God exists.   
 
UNIT 2: Judaism.  A study of a Western mono-theistic faith focusing on its beliefs and practices. Students will consider the 
following questions - What Jewish people believe? How do they conduct their everyday lives? What has changed and what has 
stayed the same?  
 
UNIT 3: Individual student study on the life and teachings of Jesus. “Who was Jesus of Nazareth?” Students will investigate the 

historicity of Jesus, as well as his teachings and how he is portrayed in art from a variety of cultures.  

 
UNIT 4: Hindu Dharma.  A study of Eastern religious beliefs and practice. Students will explore the similarities and differences 
between the Abrahamic faiths and Hindu Dharma. Enquiries will include understanding concepts of the Trimurti, Jati, Moksha and 
Samsara.  
 
Students are expected to show respect and understanding of the views of others and to reflect upon their own experiences. 
  
Homework is set once a week and usually follows on from work done in class.  
 
Students' progress is assessed throughout the year by the class teacher, through their classwork, and formally at the end of each 
unit.  Students also self-assess their work using the R.S. levels. 
 

‘Religious Studies is provided for all pupils, and is inclusive and broad minded. Parents do have the right to withdraw pupils 
from all or part of Religious Studies: if you wish to do this, make an appointment with the head teacher / RS subject leader. 
The school does not support selective withdrawal from Religious Studies’. 

 
 

 
  

BOOKS/OTHER MATERIALS/VISITS etc. 

 
Students use a variety of textbooks such as ‘The Jewish Experience’, ‘Thinking About Living’ and other resources 
such as artefacts in lessons. Students  will have the opportunity to research using the internet and other resources 
in the Burntwood library.  
 
Their daughter will also have the opportunity to visit places of worship during her time at Burntwood School enabling 
her to grasp a better understanding of diversity, beliefs and culture.   

 

HOW YOU CAN HELP 

 

Talk to your daughter about her work at school.  Encourage her to read widely about different religions and beliefs, 
point out religious and cultural venues in the local area. Encourage use of the school and public library. Students 
may be able to offer information about their religion or community; if so, please contact your daughter's R.S. teacher.  
 

GROUP ORGANISATION/SETTING 

 

Year 7 students are taught in mixed ability tutor groups for R.S. 
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FEEDBACK 

 

What is feedback?  
Feedback is any information given to students by their teacher about their progress which will help students to 
move their learning forward. Feedback also highlights what students have done well.  
 
What will the feedback look like?  
Students will receive feedback in a variety of different ways. It might be written feedback in the form of marking (in 
their book or on Teams), or feedback given verbally by their teacher during a lesson. It might also be peer 
feedback – this is when students mark each other’s work after their teacher has given students guidance on what 
to look for. If their teacher is highlighting what students have done well students may receive a sticker or a stamp. 
  
What will I receive feedback for?  
Students will receive feedback every time students complete an assessment. Their teacher will give feedback to 
the class which will cover common mistakes and how to improve. Students will also get written feedback regularly 
throughout the year. How often this happens depends on their subject and Key Stage (see below). Generally 
written feedback will be for pieces of extended writing or exam practice questions. Their class teacher will be able 
give students more information on exactly which pieces of work will receive written feedback.  
 
What should I do when I get feedback?  
Students will always be given time to reflect on their feedback, whether in class or as homework and students will 
be expected to complete targets set by their teacher or re-do a piece of work or question. This will make sure 
students get the maximum benefit from their feedback.  
 
How often will I get written feedback?  
3 times per year  
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FRENCH 

 

LESSON/S PER WEEK: 2         HOMEWORK: 30 Minutes per week 

 

STAFF TO CONTACT: Ms A. Miller (Head of French) 

 

COURSE CONTENT/DESCRIPTION 

 
The course is divided into 3 modules in which students are given the opportunity to develop their listening, speaking, 
reading and writing skills, including translation into French and into English. All students are encouraged to progress 
and achieve the highest level of which they are capable in each of these different skills. Students study grammar and 
learn vocabulary through a range of whole class, small group, pair and individual activities. Students have the opportunity 
to learn about France and French-speaking countries as well as using simple literary texts such as poems and short 
stories to broaden their vocabulary. We encourage students to use as much French as possible in the classroom. 
 
At KS3, we have adopted the Dr Gianfranco Conti approach based upon his Extensive Processing Instruction (EPI) 
method. Students experience deliberate practice, chunking and input flooding of key structures to create automaticity 
enabling them to be fully prepared to undertake a GCSE in the language and create enthusiastic and passionate 
language learners who feel confident in their linguistic abilities. The repetitive, chunked and engaging speaking and 
listening activities also promote memory retrieval and retention. 
 
The units studied are: 
 

1. La Rentrée  Saying their name, age, the date and their birthday and how they are. Describing themselves and 
talking about brothers and sisters. Saying what they like and dislike. Describing their classroom. 
 

2. En classe. Talking about school subjects and expressing opinions. Describing their school uniform and clothes 
using colours. Describing their school day and their ideal school. Learning about a typical day at school in 
France. 
 

3. Ma vie de famille. Talking about pets, describing their family in terms of physical characteristics and 
personality. Talking about where they live. Finding out about where other people live in the French speaking 
world. 
 

Through learning French, students develop their communication skills as well as an awareness of other cultures. 
Learning another language supports students in developing their literacy skills and their knowledge and understanding 
of English and other languages. This equips students with a solid foundation for learning French throughout the school 
but also for learning additional languages in the future. 
 

 
 
 

  

HOW YOU CAN HELP 

 

You could test your daughter on vocabulary and grammar using their sentence builder booklet. 
Encourage her to revisit language learnt in lesson with friends/family members.  
Help revise for vocabulary tests and make sure she uses Languagenut.  
Visit your local library to borrow French books and resources.  
Encourage your daughter to use the websites given to her by her teacher. 
Encourage a positive attitude to language learning. 
 

GROUP ORGANISATION/SETTING 

 
Students are taught in mixed ability tutor groups. 

 

BOOKS/OTHER MATERIALS/VISITS etc. 

 

Text book: Dynamo 1 (Pearson) supplemented by additional departmental resources such as sentence builder 
booklets and worksheets.  
 
For homework, we make frequent use of Languagenut, an online learning platform. Your daughter will be given 
their own log-in. 
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ORAL FEEDBACK 

 

I will receive oral feedback when: 

• My teacher comments on pronunciation during whole class practice to praise and correct my 
pronunciation and intonation.   

• My teacher comes around the class while we are doing a speaking activity, to give comments on our 
pronunciation or anything else about how we are using the language.   

• Students demonstrate a speaking task out loud after we’ve practised in pairs, and the teacher or other 
students tell them what we’ve done well and need to improve.   

• My partner or another group member tells me what I’ve done well or need to improve when we’re working 
on a speaking task together.   

• My teacher comes round and speaks to me while I am working on a reading/writing/grammar task on my 
own or with a partner. They may check my answers, and help me to correct or improve my work, as well 
as answer my questions.    

• My teacher goes through the answers for a reading/listening activity we did individually so I can see what I 
have and haven’t understood so I know what I need to work on.   

• We do mini whiteboard games and exercises, and my teacher or other students suggest corrections or 
improvements to the work on our whiteboards.   

• I have done a speaking assessment and my teacher tells me my grade, and what I have done well and 
need to improve.   

• My teacher records feedback on Teams to work I have submitted online.   

• My teacher works through a model answer on the board or using a visualiser, or shows an example of a 
student’s work. The discussion we have as a class will help me improve my own work.   

 

WRITTEN FEEDBACK 

 

I will receive written feedback when: 

• My teacher marks my written work e.g. classwork / homework / assessment to show where I have made 
spelling/grammar mistakes. Depending on my mistakes, my teacher will either show me what I’ve done 
wrong or give me written or spoken advice about how to correct it.   

• My teacher writes a comment on my written work, telling me what I have done well and how I could 
improve it.   

• We have a piece of work with a list of success criteria, which either I, someone else in my class or my 
teacher ticks to show what I have achieved and where I could make improvements.   

• I have a copy of the markscheme that was used which is highlighted by me, someone else in my class, or 
my teacher so show why I have achieved a certain mark and how I could improve my work to get a higher 
mark.   

• My teacher sets additional exercises after having marked my work e.g. vocabulary to look up, translations 
to complete, ‘spot the mistake’ activities that link to gaps in my understanding.   

• I have completed a speaking assessment and get a written copy of my teacher’s feedback.   

• My teacher puts numbers that represent different targets which I will write into my book and then act on.   

• I have completed a Teams quiz and once my teacher has reviewed it, there are feedback tasks for me to 
complete based on the questions I may have got wrong.   

 
 

HOW WILL I GET FEEDBACK ON MY WORK? 

  
- The type of feedback students will receive will depend on the sort of task students have completed e.g. listening 
/ speaking / reading / writing / grammar exercises.   
- Students won’t receive the same type of feedback every lesson, their teachers will use different ways across a 
unit of work.   
- The most important thing about feedback is what students do with it. Students should always try to make notes 
when the teacher or their classmates are giving feedback so students can reference it again in the future.   
- Use their purple pen of progress when giving written feedback to others, or acting on their feedback so students 
can see clearly where students have improved their work.    
 

19 



20 

 

SPANISH 

 
LESSON/S PER WEEK: 2         HOMEWORK: 30 Minutes per week 

 

STAFF TO CONTACT: Ms C. Hodgkins (Head of Spanish) 

 

COURSE CONTENT/DESCRIPTION 

 
The course is divided into 3 modules in which students are given the opportunity to develop their listening, speaking, 
reading and writing skills, including translation into English and Spanish. All students are encouraged to progress and 
achieve the highest level of which they are capable in each of these different skills. Students study grammar and learn 
vocabulary through a range of whole class, small group, pair and individual activities. Students have the opportunity to 
learn about Spain and Latin America as well as using simple literary texts such as poems and short stories to broaden 
their vocabulary. We encourage students to use as much Spanish as possible in the classroom. 
 
At KS3, we have adopted the Dr Gianfranco Conti approach based upon his Extensive Processing Instruction (EPI) 
method. Students experience deliberate practice, chunking and input flooding of key structures to create automaticity 
enabling them to be fully prepared to undertake a GCSE in the language and create enthusiastic and passionate 
language learners who feel confident in their linguistic abilities. The repetitive, chunked and engaging speaking and 
listening activities also promote memory retrieval and retention. 
 
The units studied are: 
 

1. Mi vida: Saying their name, what type of person students are, whether students have siblings, their age (and 
theirs), the dates, when their birthday is and whether students have pets (and their description)  
 

2. Mi tiempo libre: Talking about free time activities students do and students like to do and talking about the 
weather 
 

3. Mi insti: Discussing school subjects, giving their opinions, describing their school facilities and talking about 
activities students do at break time. 
 

Through learning Spanish, students develop their communication skills as well as an awareness of other cultures. 
Learning another language supports students in developing their literacy skills and their knowledge and understanding 
of English and other languages. This equips students with a solid foundation for learning Spanish throughout the school 
but also for learning additional languages in the future. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
  

BOOKS/OTHER MATERIALS/VISITS etc. 

 

Text book: ‘Viva 1’ (Pearson) supplemented by additional departmental resources such as sentence builder 
booklets and worksheets.  
 
For homework, we make frequent use of Languagenut, an online learning platform. Your daughter will be given their 
own log-in. 
 

HOW YOU CAN HELP 

 

You could test your daughter on vocabulary and grammar using their sentence builder booklet. 
Encourage her to revisit language learnt in lesson with friends/family members.  
Help revise for vocabulary tests and make sure she uses Languagenut.  
Visit your local library to borrow French books and resources.  
Encourage your daughter to use the websites given to her by her teacher. 
Encourage a positive attitude to language learning. 
 

GROUP ORGANISATION/SETTING 

 

Students are taught in mixed ability tutor groups. 
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ORAL FEEDBACK 

 

I will receive oral feedback when: 

• My teacher comments on pronunciation during whole class practice to praise and correct my 
pronunciation and intonation.   

• My teacher comes around the class while we are doing a speaking activity, to give comments on our 
pronunciation or anything else about how we are using the language.   

• Students demonstrate a speaking task out loud after we’ve practised in pairs, and the teacher or other 
students tell them what we’ve done well and need to improve.   

• My partner or another group member tells me what I’ve done well or need to improve when we’re working 
on a speaking task together.   

• My teacher comes round and speaks to me while I am working on a reading/writing/grammar task on my 
own or with a partner. They may check my answers, and help me to correct or improve my work, as well 
as answer my questions.    

• My teacher goes through the answers for a reading/listening activity we did individually so I can see what I 
have and haven’t understood so I know what I need to work on.   

• We do mini whiteboard games and exercises, and my teacher or other students suggest corrections or 
improvements to the work on our whiteboards.   

• I have done a speaking assessment and my teacher tells me my grade, and what I have done well and 
need to improve.   

• My teacher records feedback on Teams to work I have submitted online.   

• My teacher works through a model answer on the board or using a visualiser, or shows an example of a 
student’s work. The discussion we have as a class will help me improve my own work.   

 

WRITTEN FEEDBACK 

 

I will receive written feedback when: 

• My teacher marks my written work e.g. classwork / homework / assessment to show where I have made 
spelling/grammar mistakes. Depending on my mistakes, my teacher will either show me what I’ve done 
wrong or give me written or spoken advice about how to correct it.   

• My teacher writes a comment on my written work, telling me what I have done well and how I could 
improve it.   

• We have a piece of work with a list of success criteria, which either I, someone else in my class or my 
teacher ticks to show what I have achieved and where I could make improvements.   

• I have a copy of the markscheme that was used which is highlighted by me, someone else in my class, or 
my teacher so show why I have achieved a certain mark and how I could improve my work to get a higher 
mark.   

• My teacher sets additional exercises after having marked my work e.g. vocabulary to look up, translations 
to complete, ‘spot the mistake’ activities that link to gaps in my understanding.   

• I have completed a speaking assessment and get a written copy of my teacher’s feedback.   

• My teacher puts numbers that represent different targets which I will write into my book and then act on.   

• I have completed a Teams quiz and once my teacher has reviewed it, there are feedback tasks for me to 
complete based on the questions I may have got wrong.   

 
 

HOW WILL I GET FEEDBACK ON MY WORK? 

  
- The type of feedback students will receive will depend on the sort of task students have completed e.g. listening 
/ speaking / reading / writing / grammar exercises.   
- Students won’t receive the same type of feedback every lesson, their teachers will use different ways across a 
unit of work.   
- The most important thing about feedback is what students do with it. Students should always try to make notes 
when the teacher or their classmates are giving feedback so students can reference it again in the future.   
- Use their purple pen of progress when giving written feedback to others, or acting on their feedback so students 
can see clearly where students have improved their work.    
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VISUAL ARTS AND DESIGN & TECHNOLOGY 

 
LESSON/S PER WEEK: 2                   HOMEWORK: 30 Minutes per week 

 

STAFF TO CONTACT: Ms H. Wyglendacz (Head of Visual Arts and Design & Technology) 

 

COURSE CONTENT/DESCRIPTION 

 
Design & Technology: 
Students learn Design & Technology by focusing on improving their core skills within the three specialist areas of 
Textiles, Graphics and Product Design.  
  
The focus in year 7 is to build key skills and knowledge which continue to be developed across the rest of KS3. Students 
start the academic year by learning core drawing skills with a focus on freehand sketching, shading and rendering and 
use of thick and thin lines.   
 
Students also study a range of theory based topics around people, culture and society which links directly to the KS4 
course as well as a focus on Design and Technology’s role in promoting sustainability and a healthy environment. 
Through these projects students will develop their knowledge by investigating, exploring and making various outcomes 
across the three specialist areas learning how to use key equipment and trying out new techniques. Techniques 
include: developing hand stitching skills in Textiles, cutting techniques in Product Design using an abra file, coping saw 
and pillar drill and designs in Graphics utilizing stenciling and lino cutting techniques.  
 
Students keep a booklet of work in addition to producing different made outcomes and these are marked jointly to form 
an assessment of students’ capabilites by the end of the academic year.  
 
Art: 
Students are introduced to a variety of different materials and techniques over the course of the year covering two main 
units of work. There is an emphasis on observation drawing and an encouragement to enjoy the experience of 
investigation through each new process presented. Emphasis is made on learning through experimentation as well as 
mastering the basic elements of line, shape, texture, scale, form and colour. Each year students are introduced to a 
variety of artists that are relevant to their unit theme. The scheme of work culminates with a final outcome (2D and 3D). 
Over the year each class will gain skills in printmaking, fired clay and mixed media. Sketch books develop in to a 
wonderful record of their class and homework. All work is regularly marked and students are encouraged to review their 
progress and understand ways in which they can improve.  Students will upload homework assignments to Teams or 
submit sketchbooks.  Formal asessments based on observational drawing skills are held once a term. 
  

GROUP ORGANISATION/SETTING 

 

Students are taught in both Design and Technology and Art in their tutor groups as mixed ability cohorts.  

Teachers closely monitor students’ individual needs and abilities and adapt their teaching to suit their classes as 

required. This allows students to effectively progress within Design and Technology and Art to achieve their full 

potential. 

 
BOOKS/OTHER MATERIALS/VISITS etc. 

 

Students are provided with specialist booklets in Design and Technology and sketchbooks in Art to develop their work 

in. All practical materials are provided in Art and for DT, fabrics, paints and wood are provided in lesson at a KS3 

level.  Students may bring in extra materials to use in their practical work if they wish to do so. 

 

 
HOW YOU CAN HELP 

Students will benefit from having a well-stocked pencil case with stationary such as a pencil, ruler, rubber, 

sharpener etc. to help develop their creative drawing skills in both subjects. These pieces of equipment do not need 

to be expensive but will assist students in developing their drawing skills effectively.  Independent visits to galleries, 

museums and places of interest will develop your child’s creativity and knowledge about about the world around 

them. 
 
Access to the internet for research purposes and potentially a colour printer would be helpful.  Protective-wear, tools and 
most resources are provided by the school. 
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FEEDBACK 

What is feedback?  
Feedback is any information given to students by their teacher about their progress which will help students to 
move their learning forward. Feedback also highlights what students have done well.  
 
What will the feedback look like?  
Students will receive feedback in a variety of different ways. It might be written feedback in the form of marking (in 
their book or on Teams), or feedback given verbally by their teacher during a lesson. It might also be peer 
feedback – this is when students mark each other’s work after their teacher has given students guidance on what 
to look for. If their teacher is highlighting what students have done well students may receive a sticker or a stamp. 
  
What will I receive feedback for?  
Students will receive feedback every time students complete an assessment. Their teacher will give feedback to 
the class which will cover common mistakes and how to improve. Students will also get written feedback regularly 
throughout the year (see below). Generally written feedback will be for pieces of completed art and design work. 
Their class teacher will be able give students more information on exactly which pieces of work will receive written 
feedback.  
 
What should I do when I get feedback?  
Students will always be given time to reflect on their feedback, whether in class or as homework and students will 
be expected to complete targets set by their teacher or re-do a piece of work or question. This will make sure 
students get the maximum benefit from their feedback.  
 
How often will I get written feedback?  
6 times per year  
 

WRITTEN FEEDBACK 

Feedback is given to students in their sketchbooks once each term, in order to highlight work done well and 
provide action points for improvement. Students then reflect on the Teacher’s feedback in purple pen and 
complete the required actions. 
 

ORAL FEEDBACK 

Throughout practical lessons, during walk arounds. This could be technical advice, demonstration of how a task 
should be undertaken or a feedback conversation on how a learner could develop their ideas further.  
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COMPUTING 

 
LESSONS PER YEAR: 18        HOMEWORK: 30 Minutes every two weeks 

 

STAFF TO CONTACT: Mr A. Hall (Head of Computing) 

 

COURSE CONTENT/DESCRIPTION 

 
The Year 7 Computing curriculum introduces students to essential digital literacy and foundational computing skills that 
they will build on throughout Key Stage 3 and beyond. The curriculum is structured to support both creative and technical 
aspects of Computing, including topics from e-safety to data handling and programming. 
Across the year, students study the following units: 
 

• File Management: Students learn how to navigate file systems, organise digital folders, and understand secure 
file storage using OneDrive. 

• Spreadsheet Basics and Data Handling: Students learn to use spreadsheets for calculations and data 
analysis. They use a range of functions including SUM, COUNTIF, and IF, and present data using charts. 

• E-Safety: Students explore how to stay safe online, including managing online identity, avoiding scams, 
understanding privacy settings, and responsible use of social media. 

• Scratch Programming: Students are introduced to block-based programming using Scratch. They learn 
sequencing, variables, selection (IF), and iteration (loops), culminating in a creative project that applies problem-
solving skills. 
 

Each unit is carefully sequenced to build on prior knowledge and includes an end-of-unit assessment or project to 
consolidate learning. Students are assessed through their classwork, homework, and formal assessment tasks. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

HOW YOU CAN HELP 

 
Access to a computer at home is beneficial but not essential. Students may also use school computing facilities at 
lunchtimes and after school under supervision. 

• Talk to your child about how they use technology and how they stay safe online. 

• Encourage them to practise skills using free websites such as scratch.mit.edu, code.org, and spreadsheet 
tools like Excel or Google Sheets. 

• Check that homework is completed and submitted via Microsoft Teams. 

• Promote responsible use of devices at home and encourage balanced screen time. 

 

GROUP ORGANISATION/SETTING 

 

Computing is taught in mixed-ability groups across Year 7. Lessons take place in specialist computer rooms with 

access to internet-connected PCs. Students use Microsoft Teams to access resources and submit work. 

 

BOOKS/OTHER MATERIALS/VISITS etc. 

 

All lesson materials are provided digitally via Teams. Students should bring a pen, pencil, and ruler to all computing 
lessons. Additional resources, such as instructional videos and coding platforms, are used where appropriate.  
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FEEDBACK 

 
What is feedback?  
Feedback is information given to students to help them understand how well they are progressing and how they can 
improve. Feedback highlights what has been done well and what needs to be worked on. 
 
What will the feedback look like?  
There are many ways students may receive feedback in Computing.  

• Written/typed feedback: Given during lesson tasks work or assessment tasks, including specific targets for 
improvement. 

• Oral feedback: Provided during lessons while students work individually or in groups, or through class discussion. 

• Peer/self-assessment: Used with checklists and success criteria to help students reflect on their work. 
 

What will I receive feedback for?  
Students will receive feedback via Teams when they complete the Spreadsheet assessment activity. Their teacher 
may also give written oral feedback to the class, in working groups, or to students individually to inform students about 
progress on a given task. Students will also be given oral feedback regularly throughout the year.  
 
What should I do when I get feedback?  
Students will be given time to look over their feedback which will help students set individual targets. Students will be 
expected to complete short term targets set by their tutor as part of the feedback process.  
 
How often will I get formal feedback?  
One formal feedback following the Spreadsheet assessment activity. 
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PERSONAL, SOCIAL, HEALTH AND CITIZENSHIP EDUCATION 

 
LESSON/S PER WEEK: 1                           HOMEWORK:  When required 

 

STAFF TO CONTACT: Ms J. Dukoff (Year Curriculum Co-ordinator) 

 

COURSE CONTENT/DESCRIPTION 

 
The PSHCE curriculum is designed to support students with their personal development, safety and ambitions. The 
curriculum is split into 3 core areas which form the basis of their learning from Year 7 – 11. These include: 
 
Health and Well-being 

• Secondary school transition 

• Expressing ideas and emotions 

• Personal safety 

• Physical health and exercise 

• Puberty and menstrual well-being 

• Smoking and vaping 
 
Relationships 

• Family relationships 

• Healthy and safe relationships 

• Peer pressure  

• The impacts of bullying 

• Discrimination 
 
The Wider World 

• Introduction to Careers: ‘welcome a professional’ 

• Introduction to university 

• Careers for positive change  

• The role of the internet 

• Assessing the safety of online content 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

GROUP ORGANISATION/SETTING 

 

Students are taught in mixed-ability tutor groups.  
 

BOOKS/OTHER MATERIALS/VISITS etc. 

 

• Worksheets 

• STEPS Careers booklets 

• Online videos  

• External speakers and visitors  

 

 HOW YOU CAN HELP 

 
Sign your daughter’s organiser every week and support her with her work.   
Make sure your daughter has all the equipment she needs for school. 
Discuss your daughter’s academic targets. 
Attend all parents’ meetings and appointments. 
Take an interest in extra-curricular activities in which she is involved. 
Encourage her to get involved in clubs and activities in school. 
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FEEDBACK 

 
What is feedback?  
Feedback is the way in which their tutor helps students move forward with their learning in PSHCE by informing 
students of their progress. Feedback also highlights what students have done well.  
 
What will the feedback look like?  
There are many ways students may receive feedback in PSHCE.  

• Written feedback (marking in their book)  

• Verbal feedback by their tutor in a lesson  

• Group feedback (if students have worked as a group to present work together) 

• Peer feedback (when students mark each other’s work with direction from their tutor)  

• Stickers or stamps if their tutor is highlighting a particularly good piece of work.   
 

What will I receive feedback for?  
Students will receive feedback every time students complete an assessment. Their teacher may give feedback 
to the class, in working groups, or to students individually. Students will also get written feedback regularly 
throughout the year. Generally written feedback will be for pieces of extended writing. Their class teacher will 
be able give students more information on exactly which pieces of work will receive written feedback.  
 
What should I do when I get feedback?  
Students will be given time to look over their feedback which will help students set individual targets. Students 
will be expected to complete short term targets set by their tutor as part of the feedback process.  
 
How often will I get formal feedback?  
3 times per year  
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LEARNING SUPPORT 

 
LESSON/S PER WEEK: Various                          HOMEWORK: When required 

 

STAFF TO CONTACT:  Miss K. Blunt (SENDCo) 
 

COURSE CONTENT/DESCRIPTION 

 

The Learning Support Cluster includes Special Educational Needs, Ethnic Minority Achievement & Social Inclusion 
Teams. 

Many students receive additional support at some point in their time at this school. 
In Year 7, teams concentrate on improving literacy, communication, English language skills, self-confidence and supporting 
students across the curriculum. 

Students are selected for specialist help after being carefully screened on entry to the school.  

 

Specialist help is provided via: 

 

- Individual literacy tuition on a sessional basis. 
- Weekly lessons in Literacy, Spelling and Communication Workshops or groups such as 'Settling into 

Burntwood', where numbers are restricted. 
- Curriculum support in lessons. 
- Learning Mentors who guide and help studentsng people through aspects of school life. 

 
The Learning Support staff also liaise with tutors and subject teachers. If necessary, the  Learning Support Panel refers 
students to other professionals e.g. school medical service, Educational Psychologist, Garratt Park Outreach Service, 
Child and Adolescent Mental Health Service,  but always in consultation and with parental / carer consent. 

 
- The Learning Skills Centre 

 
Some students are offered places in the Homework Club which is staffed by members of the Learning Support Cluster. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

HOW YOU CAN HELP 

Encourage your daughter to read every day at home for about 15 minutes. 
Help your daughter practise her spelling lists every day for about 10 -15 minutes. 
Help your daughter with homework and help her get into a regular routine. 
Encourage your daughter to attend Homework Club if this is recommended. 
Check your daughter's books and diary regularly to ensure she is keeping up with the work. 
Contact the tutor straight away if students are worried about their daughter's work, attendance or behaviour 
Contact your daughter's literacy teacher if she is having problems with her reading, writing and/or spelling.  
Contact Learning Support for advice on other issues. 
Ensure 100% punctuality and attendance at school. 
By encouraging her to pack her bag the night before for the next day. 

 

 

 

GROUP ORGANISATION/SETTING 

 
A. Individual programmes 

B. Workshops & Groups 

C. Additional support in lessons 

D. Individual sessions on organisation,  managing school systems etc.  

E. Mentoring sessions 

 
BOOKS/OTHER MATERIALS/VISITS etc. 

 

Specific materials including Synthetic Phonics, Dyslexia and Dyscalculia. 

ICT facilities. 

A variety of subject specific and key reference materials. 

 

 28 


