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ABOUT THIS CURRICULUM GUIDE 

INFORMATION FOR FAMILIES 

 
This booklet contains descriptions of all subjects studied in Year 9.  Each page has details of the courses, amount of 
homework and resources to be used, as follows: 
 

English        - Page  2 
Mathematics       - Page  4 
Science        - Page  6 
Humanities (Geography, History & Religious Studies)  - Page  8 
Computing       - Page  14 
Languages       - Page  16 
Physical and Arts Education     - Page  22 
Visual Arts and Design & Technology    - Page  30 
Pastoral Curriculum      - Page  34 

 
 
 
Year 9 marks the end of students’ Key Stage 3 curriculum, and is an important year for building transition and 
preparedness for their GCSE studies. Students will sit an end of year assessment in all subjects in class to prepare 
them for GCSE examinations in KS4.. These will provide End of Key Stage Levels and inform setting and additional 
support for Year 10.  
 
The partnership between home and school continues to be of vital importance, and is highlighted in the section at the 
bottom of each page. Of particular note is attendance, and families should be reminded that term-time holidays are not 
permitted. We would encourage families to revisit the Lower School Agreement should they have any particular 
concerns, and a copy of this can be provided on request. Families are also welcome to contact subject staff or their 
daughter’s tutor if they, or their daughter, have any queries or concerns. This is best achieved by emailing 
info@burntwoodschool.com.  
 
I hope that the information contained within this booklet will help to provide you with a valuable overview of the Year 9 
curriculum, and enable you to support and encourage your daughter with their studies.  

 
Ms C. Potter 

Curriculum Co-ordinator Year 9 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SCHOOL LIBRARY 

 
Burntwood School Library is located on the ground floor of Building 2. Fiction and non-fiction books, newspapers and 
magazines are available. Computers are accessible for students to complete homework before and after school, and 
during break and lunchtimes.  
 
The Library is staffed by a full-time Librarian and part-time Library Assistant, who are available to answer queries and 
to assist students in finding any information they may need.  Students are entitled to borrow a maximum of 3 items for 
up to 2 weeks at a time.  Overdue books are recalled first on lists to tutors, then letters home to parents. Lost/damaged 
books are charged for, with the replacement cost being the full price of the book. 
There are exciting events organised by the Library. During the week we run a number of social lunch time clubs 
including Book club, Craft club, Games club and Drawing & Manga club. Over the School year we also host a library 
sleep over, run at least one Book Fair, have author visits, run themed displays and competitions, have library picnics 
and participate in local and UK-wide Book Award programmes with our Book club. 

mailto:info@burntwoodschool.com
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ENGLISH 

 
LESSON/S PER WEEK: 4         HOMEWORK: 75 Minutes per week 

 

STAFF TO CONTACT: Ms S. Doherty (Head of Cluster) 

 

COURSE CONTENT/DESCRIPTION 

 
Students in Year Nine should be reading confidently and widely; by the end of the year, all students will have read (in 
full) a GCSE level text. Students should be confident tackling unseen texts independently. They should also be able to 
access and filter research and other secondary material to help inform personal interpretations. Reading for pleasure is 
essential, as is the ability to critique and challenge the texts they encounter. 
 
Written pieces should be extensive with a clear sense of purpose, making use of form and conventions whilst showing 
a student's individual style. Technical accuracy and the whole writing process are key; and, where possible, students 
should be encouraged to undertake the different stages of writing independently. 

 
Throughout Key Stage 3, the English Cluster has the following aims for our students: 

• To encourage students to read widely and challengingly in class and in their private reading.  

• To create a greater sense of independence in reading, research and interpretation. 

• To read whole texts and foster the enjoyment of reading in all students. 

• To regularly encounter unseen texts and to provide students with the skills needed to tackle them. 

• To address the importance of non-fiction by emphasising it in every unit of study. 

• To cover a variety of time periods, literary movements and themes through the texts and units we offer. 

• To consolidate grammatical knowledge and skills in every unit. 

• To stretch and develop each student's vocabulary. 

• To ensure students have the opportunity to craft their work, with feedback, and engage meaningfully in a 
process of writing that is not just about the final product.  

• To ensure that students have opportunities to practice assessment in timed conditions.   

• To encourage students to write frequently, fluently and at length 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

GROUP ORGANISATION/SETTING 

 

Students are taught in groups of similar ability.  
Setting is based on teacher assessment in consolidation pieces, their classwork, and the mid and end of year skills’ 
reviews. Sets are reviewed annually with movement up or down based on student performance. 
 

BOOKS/OTHER MATERIALS/VISITS etc. 

All text and reading books are provided by the English Cluster, as are a range of resources and worksheets. We seek 

parental support in looking after them, as they are costly to replace. Where students need to make notes on copies 

of their texts then books will be made available for students to purchase, or photocopies will be provided. 

 

 
HOW YOU CAN HELP 

 
• Create a positive view of reading at home by talking about yourself as a reader.  
• Reframe the challenges of reading as an opportunity to grow your mind and vocabulary. 
• Ask questions about the books your child is reading to help develop critical viewpoints.  
• Guide your child to the reading lists that accompany the units taught in school.  
• Look for opportunities to grow vocabulary by discussing and looking up challenging words.  
• Check your child's English book regularly to monitor progress and ensure that your child meets all homework and 

assignment deadlines. 
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FEEDBACK 

 

Your child’s teacher will use a range of spoken and written feedback that can help students understand how to 
improve in English and aid teachers in planning their lessons. 
 

ORAL FEEDBACK  

  

Oral feedback can include:  
  

• Asking a student about their work 

• Helping students with a misunderstanding 

• Asking students to comment on another student’s work   

• Asking students to discuss questions with a partner or a group   

• Asking students to back up their thoughts and ideas with evidence  

• Asking a student to explain their thinking 

• Asking a student to build on the response of another student 

• Asking a students how their idea or that of another could be challenged 

• Asking a student to share their work with the class  

• Asking students to evaluating the work of another students and explain with use of a success criteria  
  

Students should listen to spoken feedback carefully and use it to help students to improve their work.    

 

WRITTEN FEEDBACK  

 

Students will have assessments every half term. After their assessment is marked students will have time in class 
to use their feedback to improve their work.   
  
Written feedback includes:  
  

• Their teacher pointing out mistakes to do with spelling and grammar 

• Their teacher may write hints or questions to help students develop their ideas   

• Their teacher may ask students to compare their work with another student 
 
Students should read written feedback carefully and use it to help students to improve their work.    
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MATHEMATICS 

 
LESSON/S PER WEEK: 4         HOMEWORK: 90 Minutes per week 

 

STAFF TO CONTACT: Mr A. Petersen 

 

COURSE CONTENT/DESCRIPTION 

The GCSE course starts in Year 9.  There are two tiers of entry to the GCSE: Foundation and Higher. Students work 
within the tier most appropriate to their ability and prior achievements. The delivery of the curriculum is based on the AQA 
GCSE Linear Higher and Foundation courses; Specification No: 8300. 

The delivery of the curriculum is based on the Examination Board’s Higher and Foundation courses. 
 

Students work on these areas: 

• Geometry & Measure (Higher 20%; Foundation 15%) 

• Number (Higher 15%; Foundation 25%) 

• Ratio, Proportion and Rates of Change (Higher 20%; Foundation 25%) 

• Algebra (Higher 30%; Foundation 20%) 

• Statistics & Probability (Higher & Foundation 15%) 
 
There are three assessment objectives: applying standard techniques; reasoning, interpreting and 
communicating; and solving non-routine problems.  

 

 
Lessons are mainly teacher led; however students are encouraged to discuss their work when appropriate. Short tests 
are given at regular intervals throughout Year 9. Revision and tests form an important part of the course as the final grade 
is dependent on a thorough understanding and application of mathematical concepts. 
 

Homework may take any of the following forms: 
 

• Set work and completion of work in class  
• Revision for tests 
• Completion of corrections  
• Working on specimen examination papers 

 

and its importance cannot be overestimated. 
 
 
 
 
 

  

 

 

 

 

 

GROUP ORGANISATION/SETTING 

 
In Year 9 students are set in ability groups, which reflect their progress in Year 8 and their end of year assessment.  
Movement takes place between groups when necessary. 

 

EXAMINATION 

 

The final GCSE grade is based on three written papers (one non-calculator and two calculator) 
 

100% Terminal written papers:  AVAILABLE GRADES 
Foundation Level 90 minutes   x 3 1 - 5 

Higher Level 90 minutes x 3 3- 9 

At each level one of the final written papers is ‘non- calculator’, therefore it is imperative that students have a sound 
grasp of non-calculator techniques. 
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FEEDBACK 

Feedback is organised by their teacher to help students reflect upon their work, allowing students to make 
progress moving forward. We will use a mixture of written feedback, and in-class activities and verbal feedback. 

WRITTEN FEEDBACK 

 
Sometimes written feedback is considered a more effective way of providing help to students.  
 Written feedback might take the form of:  

• Circling careless mistakes   

• A hint or the next step; this is effective when a student has misunderstood something  

• Advice on the layout of their work  

• Students marking their own work using answers provided by the teacher  

• Students marking each other’s work  
 At KS3 and KS4, Sparx Maths can be used to set homework.  This is automatically marked and students are 
provided with instant feedback.  Sparx Maths customises the questions for each student based on their current 
level of attainment, and routinely incorporates revision to support long-term memory. 
 The teacher might also set an activity designed so that they can provide written feedback.    
 This might be an:  
Open book task  

• Usually set at the end of a unit of work  

• Students work on their own using their exercise books to help  

• The task will consist of some past-paper questions from the unit that students have recently finished  

• The teacher will then mark this work and provide written feedback  

• The teacher will then go over the questions in class and students use a purple-pen to correct their work  

• Students will then glue the marked task into their exercise books  

• Allowing students to use their exercise books will, hopefully, demonstrate the importance of taking clear 
and through notes  

  End of term assessment/MCA/Mock  

• These take place three times per year and may cover several units of work  

• Students work on their own and in silence  

• The teacher will mark the assessment and provide written feedback  

• The teacher will then go over the assessment in class and students use a purple-pen to correct their work  

• The teacher will provide each student with a list of the topics that they have done well in and a list of topics 
that they should go over again  

• Students should use Sparx Maths to fill any gaps in their understanding  

• Students should glue this list into their exercise book.  

• The teacher will keep the marked assessment  
  

All of this feedback will help their teacher find out what students need help with so that they can plan lessons more 
effectively.  
 

ORAL FEEDBACK 

 

There are many different ways in which students receive verbal feedback.  Often activities are designed to 
encourage this.  

The teacher might:  

• Ask a student a question about the topic that they are currently learning about  

• Ask a student to comment on another student’s answer  

• Ask the class to show an answer on a mini-whiteboard  

• Go through class or homework questions that students have struggled with  

• Ask a student to explain their thinking  

• Ask a student to present their work to the class  

 All of this feedback will help their teacher find out what students need help with so that they can plan lessons 
more effectively.  

  

 

5 



6 

 

SCIENCE 

 
LESSON/S PER WEEK: 3         HOMEWORK: 75 Minutes per week 

 

STAFF TO CONTACT: Mr J. Beaumont (Head of Science) and Ms G. Abel (Head of Physics) 

 

COURSE CONTENT/DESCRIPTION 

 
In science, topics are taught in progressively greater depth throughout Key Stage 3 (Years 7 and 8) and Key Stage 4 
(Years 9, 10, and 11). Students begin the GCSE content during year 9 which builds upon the subject content covered 
during Key Stage 3. The study of Combined Science at GCSE level lays the foundation for understanding the material 
world. Scientific knowledge continues to shape our lives and plays a vital role in ensuring the world’s future prosperity. 
Students are taught the essential knowledge, methods, processes, and applications of science, with the aim of 
encouraging them to:   
 

• develop an interest in, and enthusiasm for science  

• develop a critical approach to scientific evidence and methods  

• acquire and apply skills, knowledge and understanding of how science works and its essential role in society  

• acquire scientific skills, knowledge and understanding necessary for progression to further learning  
 
The following themes are covered in year 9:  
 
Biology 1: Cell structure and transport, cell division, organization and the digestive system, and transport in animals 
and plants.  
 
Chemistry 1: Atomic structure, the periodic table, structure and bonding, and energy changes.  
 

Physics 1: Conservation and dissipation of energy, energy resources, energy transfer by heating, molecules and matter, 
and radioactivity.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

  

GROUP ORGANISATION/SETTING 

 
Students are grouped into sets within each half of the year group at the start of Year 9, based on their Year 8 
assessment results. Some students may move sets mid-year, typically in February, and all students are re-set at the 
end of the year in preparation for the start of Year 10. 

BOOKS/OTHER MATERIALS/VISITS etc. 

 
Students will have a separate exercise book for biology, chemistry and physics and should ensure they bring a pen, pencil, ruler, 
and calculator for their science lessons. Resources for each lesson can be found on Microsoft Teams. Science textbooks and 
learning resources are available via the AQA Kerboodle online service. CGP Revision Guides are available from the science 
department at a cost price. GCSE BBC Bitesize is a recommended website for science.  
Students are assigned weekly homework via CENTURY (https://app.century.tech/login/). To access their assignments; students 
must first log in to Microsoft Teams using their school-issued login credentials. Once logged in, they should select the ‘Sign in with 
Office 365’ option on the CENTURY platform. Each week, students will be assigned a minimum of two nuggets to complete, 
covering a topic from either Biology, Chemistry, or Physics.    
British Science Week is celebrated annually in March, providing students with opportunities to take part in a variety of activities 
linked to the national theme. These experiences foster curiosity and enthusiasm for science through hands-on learning and 
exploration. 

 
HOW YOU CAN HELP 

 
You can support your daughter’s learning by taking an active interest in the topics being covered and sharing the 
applications of science in everyday life with her by watching documentaries and visiting science related websites. 
Go on trips to museums, national parks, or nature reserves. Encourage your daughter to organize her work, 
revision, and workspace at home so that she can work effectively to achieve her full academic potential. You can 
also check if homework assignments are being completed every week on CENTURY using your parent login. 
Revision guides can be purchased from bookstores and school. Encourage your daughter to take initiative in her 
revision by using additional online resources and independently completing past paper questions under your 
supervision. 
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FEEDBACK 

Students receive regular feedback from their teachers to support their progress and help them improve. This 
feedback in generally be verbal feedback and written feedback. 
 

ORAL FEEDBACK 

 

During their science lessons students will receive feedback in many ways! Here are some examples of when 
students may receive oral feedback:  

• Whole-class feedback from their teacher during practical lessons  

• Feedback conversations with their teacher whilst students are doing an independent task  

• Self-assessment when using purple pen during class work  

• Peer-assessment when using purple pen in groups or sharing answers to improve their work  

• Using previous students work to help improve their own  

• Using mini whiteboards to show and tell answers such as writing equations, answering questions or 
sketching a diagram  

• Discussion when their teacher is demonstrating a practical  

• Feedback when working as a pair/group to complete a practical  

• Receiving feedback from their teacher on questions students found more difficult after an assessment  

• Using spider diagrams to compare ideas within small groups and as a whole class  

• Demonstration/discussion of how best to complete graph work  

• Demonstration/discussion of practical work  

• Being set extension work once their teacher is confident students have completed the main task correctly   
 

WRITTEN FEEDBACK 

 

Written feedback will be provided in students’ science books once per term for each science discipline. This 
feedback will typically include a target, aimed at helping students improve an area where they are less secure, 
enabling them to make progress towards the next level. Examples include: 
 

• Guidance on how to correct errors when using subject specific vocab, literacy, numeracy and graphing  

• Areas students have misunderstood a scientific theory, and how students can improve their 
understanding  

• Work as a class to improve on an answer, using purple pen in their book  

• A target (T1, T2, T3) based on a piece of work students have completed, the target will challenge students 
to improve their answer  

• A quiz or mini assessment during lesson which students mark during lesson with purple pen.  

• Use of purple pen for peer and self-assessment during lesson work  

• Extended writing questions which are marked either in lesson with purple pen, or by their teacher with a 
target. Students will also be given targets on assessments. These will be: - A Mid-year assessment for 
Biology, Chemistry and Physics with written targets. - An End of year assessment for Biology, Chemistry 
and Physics with written targets.  
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GEOGRAPHY  

 
LESSON/S PER WEEK: 2         HOMEWORK: 45 Minutes per week 

 

STAFF TO CONTACT: Ms S. McManamon (Head of Geography) 

 

COURSE CONTENT/DESCRIPTION 

 
Students will study a variety of geographical concepts through the following units: 

 
Development and Population 

The uneven distribution of the world's wealth is examined in this topic. Students consider the inequalities in world wealth and 

the impact for people, societies and the environment. The unit also addresses some of the challenges faced by countries as 

they are developing, with a focus on inequalities in Ghana.  Students look at how development impacts migration and 

why people move from place to place. 

 
Extreme Environments 
This unit studies the natural characteristics of tropical rainforests and deserts around the globe, and the physical 
process that occur within them. Students will study how humans have adapted to these environments, and the threats 
faced within them. 
 
Coasts 
Students will learn about the physical processes that occur at the coast. Case studies of the UK coastline will allow 
students to explore current physical and human conflicts, and how these are managed. 
 
Globalisation  
Students will study how countries are becoming increasingly interdependent through trade and technology.  The 
scheme of learning is based on the book the Almighty Dollar by Dharshini David and students will explore how some 
countries have changed socially and economically as a result of a more connected world. 

 

Resource Management  

This unit looks at the how we manage food, water and energy resources.  Students study how our use of these 

resources are impacting the world and how we can use resources more sustainably. 

 

 

  

BOOKS/OTHER MATERIALS/VISITS etc. 

 

• Progress in KS3 Geography 

 

HOW YOU CAN HELP 

 

Encourage their daughter to read widely and watch documentaries about environmental issues, watch the news and 
read newspapers. Visiting the Commonwealth Institute, the Natural History Museum and local libraries may also be 
beneficial. 

 

GROUP ORGANISATION/SETTING 

 

Students will be taught in mixed ability tutor groups across KS3. 
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FEEDBACK 

All forms of spoken and written feedback can be used to help their teacher plan their lessons, and to help students 
understand how to improve in English. 

What is feedback?  
Feedback is any information given to students by their teacher about their progress which will help students to 
move their learning forward. Feedback also highlights what students have done well.  
 
What will the feedback look like?  
Students will receive feedback in a variety of different ways. It might be written feedback in the form of marking (in 
their book or on Teams), or feedback given verbally by their teacher during a lesson. It might also be peer 
feedback – this is when students mark each other’s work after their teacher has given students guidance on what 
to look for. If their teacher is highlighting what students have done well students may receive a sticker or a stamp. 
  
What will students receive feedback for?  
Students will receive feedback every time students complete an assessment. Their teacher will give feedback to 
the class which will cover common mistakes and how to improve. Students will also get written feedback regularly 
throughout the year. How often this happens depends on their subject and Key Stage (see below). Generally 
written feedback will be for pieces of extended writing or exam practice questions. Their class teacher will be able 
give students more information on exactly which pieces of work will receive written feedback.  
 
What should students do when they get feedback?  
Students will always be given time to reflect on their feedback, whether in class or as homework and students will 
be expected to complete targets set by their teacher or re-do a piece of work or question. This will make sure 
students get the maximum benefit from their feedback.  
 
How often will students get written feedback?  
6 times per year  
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HISTORY 

 
LESSON/S PER WEEK: 2         HOMEWORK: 45 Minutes per week 

 

STAFF TO CONTACT: Ms S. Higgins (Head of History) 

 

COURSE CONTENT/DESCRIPTION 

Students will study a variety of historical concepts, eg significance, causation, change and continuity, 
through the following units: 
 
The British Empire 
Students will consider why Britain wanted an empire and study the experiences of different countries and people 
under British rule to analyse the impact of the British Empire.  Students will consider America Australia and India in 
more depth. 
 
The First World War 
Students will study the main events of the First World War. They will analyse both primary and seconday sources of 
evidence to learn what life was like for soldiers in the trenches and consider which sources of evidence are most 
useful to Historians and why.They will also consider the important contribtion that soliders from the British Empire 
made to the war.  
 
Life in Nazi Germany 
Students will consider how life changed in Nazi Germany. They will look at different groups such as women, the 
workers and young people and minorities, and consider to what extent their lives changed under Nazi rule and why.  
 
Genocide and the Holocaust 
Students will learn what happened during the Holocaust and how the Nazi treatment of Jewish people escalated over 
time.  
 
Civil Rights 
Students will learn about the Civil Rights Movement in the USA and Britain and analyse the role of key individuals and 
the government within the civil rights movement. 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
  

GROUP ORGANISATION/SETTING 

 

Year 9 students are taught in mixed ability tutor groups. 

 

BOOKS/OTHER MATERIALS/VISITS etc. 

 

Students use a variety of textbooks and other resources such as artefacts and contemporary films in lessons.  

Students will have the opportunity to research using the internet and other resources in the Burntwood library.  

The students have an opportunity to visit to the Imperial War museum to learn more about the holocaust.   

 

HOW YOU CAN HELP 

 

Students are encouraged to visit London’s many museums, entrance to which is free.  Libraries contain huge 
amounts of information on both World Wars. Television programmes and films on these areas can also be useful 
sources of information. The Imperial War Museum has an excellent permanent collection on the 20th century world 
and often has interesting and relevant temporary exhibitions.  Finally, we would ask parents/carers to ensure that 
their daughter meets all her homework and assignment deadlines. 
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What is feedback?  
Feedback is any information given to students by their teacher about their progress which will help students to 
move their learning forward. Feedback also highlights what students have done well.  
 
What will the feedback look like?  
Students will receive feedback in a variety of different ways. It might be written feedback in the form of marking (in 
their book or on Teams), or feedback given verbally by their teacher during a lesson. It might also be peer 
feedback – this is when students mark each other’s work after their teacher has given students guidance on what 
to look for. If their teacher is highlighting what students have done well students may receive a sticker or a stamp. 
  
What will students receive feedback for?  
Students will receive feedback every time students complete an assessment. Their teacher will give feedback to 
the class which will cover common mistakes and how to improve. Students will also get written feedback regularly 
throughout the year. How often this happens depends on their subject and Key Stage (see below). Generally 
written feedback will be for pieces of extended writing or exam practice questions. Their class teacher will be able 
give students more information on exactly which pieces of work will receive written feedback.  
 
What should students do when they get feedback?  
Students will always be given time to reflect on their feedback, whether in class or as homework and students will 
be expected to complete targets set by their teacher or re-do a piece of work or question. This will make sure 
students get the maximum benefit from their feedback.  
 
How often will students get written feedback?  
6 times per year  
 

FEEDBACK 

All forms of spoken and written feedback can be used to help their teacher plan their lessons, and to help students 
understand how to improve in English. 
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RELIGIOUS STUDIES 

 
LESSON/S PER WEEK: 1         HOMEWORK: 30 Minutes per week 

 

STAFF TO CONTACT: Ms R. Bakhsh (Head of Religious Studies) 

 

COURSE CONTENT/DESCRIPTION 

 
Unit 1- Introduction to Ethical and Moral Issues  
The study of religion is looked at from an ethical perspective. Students have the opportunity to develop their knowledge, skills, 
understanding of religion as well as debating skills and consider ethical theories such as utilitarianism and situation ethics and 
explore how one might decide what is right in certain situations. An introductory unit into key ethical and moral issues 
relating to matters of life and death. Topics include: the sanctity of life, abortion, euthanasia and life after death. 
Students will explore the reasons why these issues are controversial and will also explore different Christian and Muslim 
responses to them. In doing so, students will be able to start to formulate and articulate their own responses.  
Assessment: written exam conditions - teacher assessed. 
 
Unit 2 – Introduction to the Philosophy of Religion 
An introduction to key philosophical questions regarding the nature and purpose of religious faith. The study of religion 
is looked at from a philosophical perspective. Students have the opportunity to develop their knowledge, skills, understanding of 
religion as well as debating skills and consider ideas of whether God exists. In addition students will be encouraged to engage 
in a  personal response and informed insight on fundamental questions about, identity, belonging, meaning, purpose, 
truth, values and commitments. This area of study will include Topics such as: The Design Argument, The Causation 
Argument, Miracles, The Problem of Evil and Unanswered Prayers and the origins of the universe. Students will explore 
and pose ultimate questions, investigate into various philosophical arguments and in doing so, be able to articulate 
their own views in a reasoned manner. 
Assessment: written exam conditions - teacher assessed.  
 
Unit 3 – The Ten Religions 
In this area of study Students will be given an opportunity to extend and deepen their knowledge and understanding of 
a range of religions and worldviews, recognising their local, national and global context. Building on their prior learning, 
they learn to appreciate religions and worldviews in systematic ways. Students will engage in a study of Ten Religions 
including ‘Scientology’, ‘Mormonism’, ‘Shinto’, ‘Humanism’ ‘Amish’ and  will attempt to think about the challenges of 
belonging to a religion in the world today and focus on what their values and commitments are. They will also analyse 
and explain the impact of history and culture on aspects of religious life and practice. They wi ll explore concepts of 
what is meant by belief including study of non-religious beliefs as well as questions such as ‘What do religions and non 
religious worldviews say about the purpose and destiny of human existence?’.  
Assessment: written exam conditions - teacher assessed.  
 
‘Religious Studies is provided for all pupils, and is inclusive and broad minded. Parents do have the right to withdraw pupils from all 
or part of Religious Studies: if you wish to do this, make an appointment with the head teacher / RS subject leader. The school 
does not support selective withdrawal from Religious Studies’.  
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

GROUP ORGANISATION/SETTING 

 

Year 9 students are taught in mixed ability tutor groups for R.S. 

 

BOOKS/OTHER MATERIALS/VISITS etc. 

 
Students use a variety of textbooks  such as ‘Introducing Moral Issues’- Joe Jenkins and other resources such as artefacts and 

contemporary films in lessons. Students will have the opportunity to research using the internet and other resources in the 

Burntwood library. Students may also use the departmental library and should use a public library. The CD - Aspects of Religion 

is available in the school library, and teachers will recommend websites where approprioate. 

 

HOW YOU CAN HELP 

 

Encourage an awareness of religion in daily life and the area in which students live.  Encourage awareness of 
religious and cultural issues in newspapers and on TV.  Encourage use of the library.  Talk to their daughter about 
her lessons.  Help with homework and learning for assessments. 
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FEEDBACK 

All forms of spoken and written feedback can be used to help their teacher plan their lessons, and to help students 
understand how to improve in English. 

What is feedback?  
Feedback is any information given to students by their teacher about their progress which will help students to 
move their learning forward. Feedback also highlights what students have done well.  
 
What will the feedback look like?  
Students will receive feedback in a variety of different ways. It might be written feedback in the form of marking (in 
their book or on Teams), or feedback given verbally by their teacher during a lesson. It might also be peer 
feedback – this is when students mark each other’s work after their teacher has given students guidance on what 
to look for. If their teacher is highlighting what students have done well students may receive a sticker or a stamp. 
  
What will students receive feedback for?  
Students will receive feedback every time students complete an assessment. Their teacher will give feedback to 
the class which will cover common mistakes and how to improve. Students will also get written feedback regularly 
throughout the year. How often this happens depends on their subject and Key Stage (see below). Generally 
written feedback will be for pieces of extended writing or exam practice questions. Their class teacher will be able 
give students more information on exactly which pieces of work will receive written feedback.  
 
What should students do when they get feedback?  
Students will always be given time to reflect on their feedback, whether in class or as homework and students will 
be expected to complete targets set by their teacher or re-do a piece of work or question. This will make sure 
students get the maximum benefit from their feedback.  
 
How often will students get written feedback?  
3 times per year  
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COMPUTING 

 
LESSONS PER YEAR: 16        HOMEWORK: 30 Minutes every two weeks 

STAFF TO CONTACT: Mr A. Hall (Head of Computing) 

 

COURSE CONTENT/DESCRIPTION 

 

In Year 9, Computing is delivered within Maths sets. Students in Maths set 1 follow the Python Programming 
curriculum, while students in sets 2 to 4 follow the Creative iMedia curriculum. This dual pathway allows students 
to engage with content suited to their strengths and interests while developing both computational thinking and 
creative digital media skills. 

Python Programming Pathway 

Students extend their programming skills using the Python language. They build on foundational concepts such as 
sequencing, variables, and selection, and are introduced to more advanced constructs like iteration and data 
structures (lists and strings).  

Creative iMedia Pathway 

Students develop their understanding of the digital media industry and build practical skills in graphic design and pre-
production planning. They explore key topics such as mood boards, visual identity, client briefs, and layout 
conventions. Students learn how to use professional tools to create visual content and follow structured workflows 
used in industry. 

Each curriculum pathway includes an assessment project and multiple checkpoints for reviewing progress. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

GROUP ORGANISATION/SETTING 

Students remain in their Maths sets for Year 9 Computing lessons. This ensures an appropriate level of challenge 
and continuity across subjects. Lessons take place in computer rooms with access to professional software and 
online resources. 

 

BOOKS/OTHER MATERIALS/VISITS etc. 

 

All lesson materials are provided digitally via Teams. Students should bring a pen, pencil, and ruler to all computing 
lessons. Additional resources, such as instructional videos and coding platforms, are used where appropriate.  
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HOW STUDENTS CAN HELP 

• Encourage your daughter to practise problem-solving with Python at home using free websites like repl.it 
or Python Tutor. 

• For students on the Creative iMedia pathway, support can include exploring graphic design platforms such 
as Canva, Adobe Express or Adobe Photoshop. 

• Ensure homework is submitted via Teams and that your daughter manages her files responsibly.   
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FEEDBACK 

 

What is feedback?  
Feedback is information given to students to help them understand how well they are progressing and how they 
can improve. Feedback highlights what has been done well and what needs to be worked on. 
 
What will the feedback look like? 

• Written feedback on coding challenges or digital media projects, highlighting next steps and corrections. 

• Verbal feedback during lessons to guide student progress. 

• Peer/self-assessment using rubrics, success criteria, or checklists. 

What will I receive feedback for?  
Students will receive feedback via Teams when they complete the Spreadsheet assessment activity. Their 
teacher may also give written oral feedback to the class, in working groups, or to students individually to inform 
students about progress on a given task. Students will also be given oral feedback regularly throughout the year.  
 
What should I do when I get feedback?  
Students will be given time to look over their feedback which will help students set individual targets. Students will 
be expected to complete short term targets set by their tutor as part of the feedback process.  
 
How often will I get formal feedback?  
One formal feedback following the Spreadsheet assessment activity. 
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FRENCH 

 
LESSON/S PER WEEK: 2         HOMEWORK: 45 Minutes per week 

 

STAFF TO CONTACT: Ms A. Miller (Head of French) 

 

COURSE CONTENT/DESCRIPTION 

 
The course is divided into 4 different units in which students are given the opportunity to develop their listening, 
speaking, reading and writing skills, including translation into French and into English. All students are encouraged to 
progress and achieve the highest level of which they are capable in each of these different skills. Students study 
grammar and learn vocabulary through a range of whole class, small group, pair and individual activities. Students have 
the opportunity to learn about France and French-speaking countries and we encourage them to use as much French 
as possible in the classroom. 
 
Students study the following units of work: 
 
1. A loisirs – talking about TV programmes and films, enjoying free time, social media and discussing activities done 
during a past weekend. 
 
2. Le sport en direct – talking about sports we can do in our region, preferences comparing one sport to another, talking 
about injuries, wellness and discussing how to be a sporting champion in the future. 
 
3. Projets d’avenir – using modal verbs and the future tense to discuss how to earn pocket money, future jobs and life 
choices. 
 
4. Étude d’un film - Students build on their work across the year to understand a French film and to discuss characters 
and events in the film, culminating with a review of the film presented in French. 
 
Through learning French, students develop their communication skills as well as an awareness of other cultures. 
Learning another language supports students in developing their literacy skills and their knowledge and understanding 
of English and other languages. This equips students with a solid foundation for learning French throughout the school 
but also for learning additional languages in the future. 
 
  
 
 

 
 
 
  

GROUP ORGANISATION/SETTING 

 
students are taught in mixed ability form groups. 

 

BOOKS/OTHER MATERIALS/VISITS etc. 

 

Text book: ‘Dynamo’ 2 & 3 (Pearson) supplemented by additional departmental resources. In class and for 
homework, we make frequent use of online resources including websites such as languagenut.com and 
activelearn.com.  

 

HOW STUDENTS CAN HELP 

 

• Parents can test their daughter on vocabulary and grammar. 

• Encourage her to revisit language learnt in lesson with friends/family members. 

• Help revise for vocabulary tests and make sure she uses vocabexpress.com on a weekly basis. 

• Visit their local library to borrow French books and resources. 

• Encourage your daughter to use the websites given to her by her teacher, especially for homework. 

• Encourage a positive attitude to language learning. 
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ORAL FEEDBACK 

 

I will receive oral feedback when: 

• My teacher comments on pronunciation during whole class practice to praise and correct my 
pronunciation and intonation.   

• My teacher comes around the class while we are doing a speaking activity, to give comments on our 
pronunciation or anything else about how we are using the language.   

• Students demonstrate a speaking task out loud after we’ve practised in pairs, and the teacher or other 
students tell them what we’ve done well and need to improve.   

• My partner or another group member tells me what I’ve done well or need to improve when we’re working 
on a speaking task together.   

• My teacher comes round and speaks to me while I am working on a reading/writing/grammar task on my 
own or with a partner. They may check my answers, and help me to correct or improve my work, as well 
as answer my questions.    

• My teacher goes through the answers for a reading/listening activity we did individually so I can see what I 
have and haven’t understood so I know what I need to work on.   

• We do mini whiteboard games and exercises, and my teacher or other students suggest corrections or 
improvements to the work on our whiteboards.   

• I have done a speaking assessment and my teacher tells me my grade, and what I have done well and 
need to improve.   

• My teacher records feedback on Teams to work I have submitted online.   

• My teacher works through a model answer on the board or using a visualiser, or shows an example of a 
student’s work. The discussion we have as a class will help me improve my own work.   

 

WRITTEN FEEDBACK 

 

I will receive written feedback when: 

• My teacher marks my written work e.g. classwork / homework / assessment to show where I have made 
spelling/grammar mistakes. Depending on my mistakes, my teacher will either show me what I’ve done 
wrong or give me written or spoken advice about how to correct it.   

• My teacher writes a comment on my written work, telling me what I have done well and how I could 
improve it.   

• We have a piece of work with a list of success criteria, which either I, someone else in my class or my 
teacher ticks to show what I have achieved and where I could make improvements.   

• I have a copy of the markscheme that was used which is highlighted by me, someone else in my class, or 
my teacher so show why I have achieved a certain mark and how I could improve my work to get a higher 
mark.   

• My teacher sets additional exercises after having marked my work e.g. vocabulary to look up, translations 
to complete, ‘spot the mistake’ activities that link to gaps in my understanding.   

• I have completed a speaking assessment and get a written copy of my teacher’s feedback.   

• My teacher puts numbers that represent different targets which I will write into my book and then act on.   

• I have completed a Teams quiz and once my teacher has reviewed it, there are feedback tasks for me to 
complete based on the questions I may have got wrong.   

 
 

HOW WILL I GET FEEDBACK ON MY WORK? 

  
- The type of feedback students will receive will depend on the sort of task students have completed e.g. listening 
/ speaking / reading / writing / grammar exercises.   
- Students won’t receive the same type of feedback every lesson, their teachers will use different ways across a 
unit of work.   
- The most important thing about feedback is what students do with it. Students should always try to make notes 
when the teacher or their classmates are giving feedback so students can reference it again in the future.   
- Use their purple pen of progress when giving written feedback to others, or acting on their feedback so students 
can see clearly where students have improved their work.    
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SPANISH 

 
LESSON/S PER WEEK: 2         HOMEWORK: 45 Minutes per week 

 

STAFF TO CONTACT: Ms C. Hodgkins (Head of Spanish) 

 

COURSE CONTENT/DESCRIPTION 

 
The course is divided into 4 modules in which students are given the opportunity to develop their listening, speaking, 
reading and writing skills, including translation into English and Spanish. All students are encouraged to progress and 
achieve the highest level of which they are capable in each of these different skills. Students study grammar and learn 
vocabulary through a range of whole class, small group, pair and individual activities. Students have the opportunity to 
learn about Spain and Latin America, and we encourage students to use as much Spanish as possible in the 
classroom. 
 
Students study the following topics: 
 
1. Free time 
 
Using present and past tenses to talk about free time activities and preferences 
 
2. Work 
 
Discussing personality, and future life and career plans, using the future tense 
 
3. Healthy living 
 
Discussing healthy lifestyles and food, talking about health and illness and making resolutions about being healthier 
 
4. Film Study 
 
Students build on their work across the year to understand a Spanish film and to discuss characters and events in the 
film, culminating with a review of the film, including references to the UNCRC articles. 
Students build on their work across the year to understand a Spanish film and to discuss characters and events in the 
film, culminating with a review of the film, including references to the UNCRC articles.  
  
Through learning Spanish, students develop their communication skills as well as an awareness of other cultures. 
Learning another language supports students in developing their literacy skills and their knowledge and understanding 
of English and other languages. This equips students with a solid foundation for learning Spanish throughout the school 
but also for learning additional languages in the future. 
 
 
 
 
  
GROUP ORGANISATION/SETTING 

 

Students are taught in mixed ability form groups.  

 

BOOKS/OTHER MATERIALS/VISITS etc. 

Text book: ‘Viva 2’ and ‘Viva 3’ (Pearson) supplemented by additional departmental resources. We make frequent 
use of online resources including websites such as www.pearsonactivelearn.com, www.languagenut.com, 
www.quizlet.com and www.linguascope.com so it will be useful for your daughter to have a pair of headphones that 
she can use in the school’s computer rooms.  

 

HOW YOU CAN HELP 

• You can test your daughter on vocabulary and grammar. 

• Encourage her to revisit language learnt in lesson with friends/family members. 

• Help revise for vocabulary tests and make sure she uses www.languagenut.com on a weekly basis. 

• Visit their local library to borrow Spanish books and resources. 

• Encourage your daughter to use the websites given to her by her teacher, especially for homework. 

• Encourage a positive attitude to language learning. 
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ORAL FEEDBACK 

 

I will receive oral feedback when: 

• My teacher comments on pronunciation during whole class practice to praise and correct my 
pronunciation and intonation.   

• My teacher comes around the class while we are doing a speaking activity, to give comments on our 
pronunciation or anything else about how we are using the language.   

• Students demonstrate a speaking task out loud after we’ve practised in pairs, and the teacher or other 
students tell them what we’ve done well and need to improve.   

• My partner or another group member tells me what I’ve done well or need to improve when we’re working 
on a speaking task together.   

• My teacher comes round and speaks to me while I am working on a reading/writing/grammar task on my 
own or with a partner. They may check my answers, and help me to correct or improve my work, as well 
as answer my questions.    

• My teacher goes through the answers for a reading/listening activity we did individually so I can see what I 
have and haven’t understood so I know what I need to work on.   

• We do mini whiteboard games and exercises, and my teacher or other students suggest corrections or 
improvements to the work on our whiteboards.   

• I have done a speaking assessment and my teacher tells me my grade, and what I have done well and 
need to improve.   

• My teacher records feedback on Teams to work I have submitted online.   

• My teacher works through a model answer on the board or using a visualiser, or shows an example of a 
student’s work. The discussion we have as a class will help me improve my own work.   

 

WRITTEN FEEDBACK 

 

I will receive written feedback when: 

• My teacher marks my written work e.g. classwork / homework / assessment to show where I have made 
spelling/grammar mistakes. Depending on my mistakes, my teacher will either show me what I’ve done 
wrong or give me written or spoken advice about how to correct it.   

• My teacher writes a comment on my written work, telling me what I have done well and how I could 
improve it.   

• We have a piece of work with a list of success criteria, which either I, someone else in my class or my 
teacher ticks to show what I have achieved and where I could make improvements.   

• I have a copy of the markscheme that was used which is highlighted by me, someone else in my class, or 
my teacher so show why I have achieved a certain mark and how I could improve my work to get a higher 
mark.   

• My teacher sets additional exercises after having marked my work e.g. vocabulary to look up, translations 
to complete, ‘spot the mistake’ activities that link to gaps in my understanding.   

• I have completed a speaking assessment and get a written copy of my teacher’s feedback.   

• My teacher puts numbers that represent different targets which I will write into my book and then act on.   

• I have completed a Teams quiz and once my teacher has reviewed it, there are feedback tasks for me to 
complete based on the questions I may have got wrong.   

 
 

HOW WILL I GET FEEDBACK ON MY WORK? 

  

• The type of feedback students will receive will depend on the sort of task students have completed e.g. 
listening / speaking / reading / writing / grammar exercises.   

•  Students won’t receive the same type of feedback every lesson, their teachers will use different ways 
across a unit of work.   

• The most important thing about feedback is what students do with it. Students should always try to make 
notes when the teacher or their classmates are giving feedback so students can reference it again in the 
future.   

• Use their purple pen of progress when giving written feedback to others, or acting on their feedback so 
students can see clearly where students have improved their work.    
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LATIN AND ANCIENT GREEK 

 
LESSON/S PER WEEK: Extra Curricular                HOMEWORK: 15 Minutes per week 

 

STAFF TO CONTACT: Ms S. Brack 

 

COURSE CONTENT/DESCRIPTION 

 
Students who have attended the Year 8 club may continue their study of Latin and/or Ancient Greek in Year 9.  It is 
possible to join either course at the beginning of Year 9. Commitment to the course is essential in Year 9 if students 
are considering Latin and/or Ancient Greek as a GCSE subject. The courses are taught as extra curriculum activities 
at lunchtime or after school. 
 
Studying Latin and/or Ancient Greek gives students a unique opportunity to explore the language, literature, history and 
myths of Ancient Rome and Ancient Greece. Students learn to read and translate Latin and/or Ancient Greek, gaining 
an excellent insight into how modern languages such as English, French, Spanish and Italian have evolved.  
 
Local, national and international trips are a popular feature of studying Classical languages, enriching students’ 
understanding of the culture and context of the language. 
 
Year 9 Latin students move onto Book ll of the Cambridge Latin Course. The course supports their learning of Latin 
with a lively narrative based on historical events in the Roman world. As well as learning the language of Ancient Rome, 
Year 9 students also study Roman civilisation, focusing particularly on life in Roman Britain and Alexandria. 
 
Ancient Greek in Year 9 is studied using a variety of resources including text books and the internet. As well as to read 
and translate the language, students also study the civilisation of Ancient Greece, focusing particularly on the topics 
outlined in the OCR GCSE Classical Greek examination. 
 
In Year 10, students may choose to continue their study of Latin and/or Ancient Greek to GCSE, giving them a 
qualification that is highly regarded by universities and employers. There is also the option to prepare for an 
Intermediate Certificate in Classical Greek, a qualification endorsed by the Classical Association and recognised by 
UCAS. Latin, Ancient Greek and Classical Civilisation may also be studied at A-level in the 6th Form. 
 
  

GROUP ORGANISATION/SETTING 

 

Latin and Ancient Greek are offered to students who show enthusiasm for and commitment to the course/s in 

Year 8. 

 

BOOKS/OTHER MATERIALS/VISITS etc. 

 

Text books: Cambridge Latin Course Book ll / Latin to GCSE (Taylor) / Greek to GCSE (Taylor) 

Students are provided with text books and have access to resources on the School network.   

Course text books and dictionaries may also be found in the School Library.  There are trips and a weekly homework 

club to support students with their study of Latin and Ancient Greek.  At home, students should use the Cambridge 

School Classics Project website www.cambridgescp.com, Memrise and Quizlet for consolidation and revision. 

 
HOW YOU CAN HELP 

 
Encourage your daughter to use online vocabulary learning tools to revise vocabulary.  Visits to the British Museum, The 
Museum of London or to any Classical sites would be useful.  Encourage your daughter to watch any relevant television 
programmes and films. 
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FEEDBACK 

 

Feedback is organised by their teacher to help students reflect upon their work, allowing students to make 
progress moving forward. We will use a mixture of written feedback, and in-class activities and verbal feedback. 

ORAL FEEDBACK 

 

• My teacher talks to the class about our language work e.g to praise/correct accuracy of translations, 
application/understanding of linguistic structures such as cases/verb endings.   

• My teacher goes through an exercise we have done individually/in pairs/in groups with the class to 
comment positively or suggest corrections/improvements.   

• My teacher comes round while I am working and talks through my work / an exercise to comment 
positively or suggest corrections /  improvements to my response.   

• My partner gives me feedback during a pair or small group exercise.   

• We do mini whiteboard work and my teacher/another student gives feedback about the answers and any 
corrections needed.   

• My teacher works through a model answer on the board or using a visualiser, or shows an example of a 
student’s work. The discussion we have as a class will help me improve my own work.   

 

WRITTEN FEEDBACK  

 

• My teacher marks my written work e.g. classwork / homework / assessment to show where I have made 
spelling/grammar mistakes. Depending on my mistakes, my teacher will either show me what I’ve done wrong 
or give me written or spoken advice about how to correct it.   

• My teacher writes a comment on my written work, telling me what I have done well and how I could 
improve it.   

• We have a piece of work with a list of success criteria, which either I, someone else in my class or my 
teacher ticks to show what I have achieved and where I could make improvements.   

• I have a copy of the markscheme that was used which is highlighted by me, someone else in my class, or 
my teacher so show why I have achieved a certain mark and how I could improve my work to get a higher 
mark.   

• My teacher sets additional exercises after having marked my work e.g. vocabulary to look up, translations 
to complete, ‘spot the mistake’ activities that link to gaps in my understanding.   

• I have completed a Teams quiz and once my teacher has reviewed it, there are feedback tasks for me to 

complete based on the questions I may have got wrong.   
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DANCE 

 
LESSON/S PER WEEK: 1               HOMEWORK: As Necessary per week 

 

STAFF TO CONTACT: Ms K. Harvey (Head of Dance) 

 

COURSE CONTENT/DESCRIPTION 

 
Outline of Curriculum: 
 
Unit 1: Music Videos 
In this unit, students will explore the use of technology and create their own music videos. They will develop their 
understanding of the style Street Dance. 
 
Unit 2: African Dance 
In this unit, students will explore African dance. Students will learn about the history of the style and will explore a range 
of set rhthyms where parts of the body are used to make sound. Students will have the opportunity to create their own 
rhythms and develop them as part of a small group performance. 
 
Unit 3: Dance Adverts 
In this unit, students will explore the use of a prop in a performance. They will develop their understanding of how a 
prop can influence a dance. They will work in small groups to develop a sequence using a range of choreographic 
devices. 
 
Unit 4: Chair Dance inspired by ‘Rosas danst Rosas’ 
In this unit, sudents will explore Ann Teresa DeKeersmaeker’s Rosas danst Rosas. Students will develop their 
understanding of plagiarism as they explore the controversy surrounding the work and a music video created much 
later by the artist Beyonce. 
 
Unit 5: Ghost Dances 
In this unit, students will explore Chirstopher Bruce’s Ghost Dances. They will develop their understanding of the 
themes behind the work and will learn a short sequence of repertoire from the work. They will then work in small 
groups to develop the sequence using a range of choreographic devices. 
 
Unit 6: Group Choreography  
In this final unit, students will develop their performance skills through performing in a whole-class ensemble 
performance in a style chosen by the class.  
 

 
 
 
 
  

GROUP ORGANISATION/SETTING 

 

Year 9 students are taught in tutor groups. 

 

BOOKS/OTHER MATERIALS/VISITS etc. 

 

Students will need to bring their dance kit to lessons which consists of their school PE t-shirt and either the 
Burntwood School tracksuit bottoms or plain black leggings. Students dance in bare feet. 

HOW YOU CAN HELP 

 
Encourage physical fitness, support project work, visit dance performances at the theatre, school or in the local 
community. 
Encourage your daughter to watch a range of dance events. 
Remind your daughter that having the correct kit for lessons is essential. 
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ORAL FEEDBACK  

 

During practical lessons students will receive teacher feedback in groups, pairs and individually as students 
rehearse or practice during their PAE lesson.    
   
Students will receive whole class feedback when a lot of students have made similar mistakes in assessments.   
   
Their teacher will give students additional tasks and feedback if students are achieving high levels in their PAE 
subjects.  
   
If students need some support their teachers in PAE will provide students with feedback which will help students 
get to the next stage.  
   
Students will give and receive oral feedback from their peers in all of their PAE lessons.   

 

WRITTEN FEEDBACK 

 

Students will receive written feedback on their practical work completed in the lesson at least once each term. 
Their teachers will use some group feedback sheets, post-it notes and other quick ways to give students targets 
whilst students work so students know how to make immediate improvements to their work.   
  

Students will also receive feedback on homework via TEAMs once per half term (Dance, Drama, Music). 
Sometimes this will include rubrics for more detailed feedback.  
   
Students will be practically assessed each half term. Students will be able to find these levels either on TEAMs or 
in their booklets.   

 

FEEDBACK 

 

Feedback is organised by their teacher to help students reflect upon their work, allowing students to make 
progress moving forward. We will use a mixture of written feedback, and in-class activities and verbal feedback. 
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DRAMA 

 
LESSON/S PER WEEK: 1         HOMEWORK: 20 Minutes per week 

 

STAFF TO CONTACT: Ms S. Dunn (Head of Drama) 

 

COURSE CONTENT/DESCRIPTION 

Outline of Curriculum: 
 
Unit 1: Stanislavski and Naturalism 
 
Students experiment with a variety of Stanislavski skills and techniques and exploring naturliasm as a wider genre of 
theatre. This is linked to script and group work. 
 
Unit 2: Diverse Voices -Brecht and Non-Naturalism 
 
Students study 6 scripts written by a POC and explore them using direct address/placards/non-naturalism. Students 
build upon their previous learning of Brecht to deepen and refine their knowledge. 
Diverse voices continues into Modiule 3 with students preparing a script for assessment. 
 
Unit 3: Acting for Screen 
 
Students are intorudced to the concept of acting for camera through various acting for screen techniques allowing them 
the chance to devise and film their own short scenes. 
 
Unit 4: Mental Health and Augusto Boal 
 
An introduction to key Drama GCSE terms. Students will create, develop and refine their work outlining the processes 
that they would complete if they choose to study GCSE Drama. Students create a TIE piece using the ideas of Augusto 
Boal to inform their work. 
 
Unit 5: DNA – Script writing 
 
Students study the play ‘DNA’ by Denis Kelly and are introduced to a variety of rehearsal techniques to explore 
character motivation. Script writing skills also developed furthert within this unit. 
 
Unit 6: Stage Design 
 
Students create designs for a theatrical staging for a Disney film. Script writing, set, costume, lighting and sound are 
all covered in this theoretical unit. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

GROUP ORGANISATION/SETTING 

 

Year 9 students are taught in tutor groups. 

 

BOOKS/OTHER MATERIALS/VISITS etc. 

 

Optional performance visit opportunities. 

Texts used in class are provided by the school. 

Music, videos and drama resource books held by the department. 

 

HOW YOU CAN HELP 

 

Take your daughter/ ward to the theatre, listen to monologues and provide stories. Many plays, books and 
monologues are available online and on CD. You should also encourage your daughter to watch plays when they 
are shown on television. 
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FEEDBACK 

 

Feedback is organised by their teacher to help students reflect upon their work, allowing students to make 
progress moving forward. We will use a mixture of written feedback, and in-class activities and verbal feedback. 

ORAL FEEDBACK  

 

During practical lessons students will receive teacher feedback in groups, pairs and individually as students 
rehearse or practice during their PAE lesson.    
   
Students will receive whole class feedback when a lot of students have made similar mistakes in assessments.   
   
Their teacher will give students additional tasks and feedback if students are achieving high levels in their PAE 
subjects.  
   
If students need some support their teachers in PAE will provide students with feedback which will help students 
get to the next stage.  
   
Students will give and receive oral feedback from their peers in all of their PAE lessons.   

 

WRITTEN FEEDBACK 

 

Students will receive written feedback on their practical work completed in the lesson at least once each term. 
Their teachers will use some group feedback sheets, post-it notes and other quick ways to give students targets 
whilst students work so students know how to make immediate improvements to their work.   
  

Students will also receive feedback on homework via TEAMs once per half term (Dance, Drama, Music). 
Sometimes this will include rubrics for more detailed feedback.  
   
Students will be practically assessed each half term. Students will be able to find these levels either on TEAMs or 
in their booklets.   
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MUSIC 

 
LESSON/S PER WEEK: 1             HOMEWORK: 20 Minutes per week 

 

STAFF TO CONTACT: Mr E. Clayton (Head of Music) 

 

COURSE CONTENT/DESCRIPTION 

 
Unit 1: Film Music 
 
Students study a variety of Film Music from different genres and identify musical techniques and features that are used 

to link music with a storyline. 

Students investigate music interpreting signs, symbols and musical instructions and perform in a group, maintaining a 

part independently of other performers. Students develop knowledge of a range of musical composers ,and understand the 

contributions made to the development of this musical style.    Students are assessed individually and through group 

observations as well as being assessed on their ability to identify key components relating to the topic studied. 

 
Unit 2: Reggae Music 

 
Students study the origins of Reggae music and identify key components through a variety of listening tasks.  They 
perform excerpts of musical pieces relating to the genre, and they perform a part within an ensemble, and use elements of 
improvisation within a musical structure. These pieces are revised for subsequent performances. Students gain a wider 
knowledge of the development of music, so that they understand the use of traditions from different periods and learn skills 
of critical assessment. 

 
Unit 3: Vocal and Instrumental Music 
 
Students are to investigate, explore, compose, arrange and perform vocal and instrumental excerpts that can create a 
mood or relate a story. They will be assessed for their understanding of the use of combinations of musical elements 
through creative work.  They will compose using structures that will support their brief and chosen style. Students are 
expected to identify specific features from different styles of music. They are required to revise and evaluate their own work. 
 
Unit 4: African Music 
 
Students explore the rhythms and sounds of Africa and look at the ways African music has influenced a range of current 
musical genres. They will create and perform their own rhythmic composition and be assessed on the compositional 
aspects as well as the performance component. Prior knowledge relating to music theory will be essential as the rhythmic 
compositions will be notated. 
 

 
 
 
 
  

GROUP ORGANISATION/SETTING 

 

Year 9 students are taught in tutor groups. 

 

BOOKS/OTHER MATERIALS/VISITS etc. 

 

Keyboards and other musical instruments are provided by school. 

 

HOW YOU CAN HELP 

 

Please ensure that your child rehearses regularly if they are playing an instrument as part of our extensive peripatetic 
music programme. 
 

Usually 10 mins daily practice of a set 
weekly assignment directed by teacher 
from their homework sheets. 
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WRITTEN FEEDBACK 

 

Students will receive written feedback on their practical work completed in the lesson at least once each term. 
Their teachers will use some group feedback sheets, post-it notes and other quick ways to give students targets 
whilst students work so students know how to make immediate improvements to their work.   
  

Students will also receive feedback on homework via TEAMs once per half term (Dance, Drama, Music). 
Sometimes this will include rubrics for more detailed feedback.  
   
Students will be practically assessed each half term. Students will be able to find these levels either on TEAMs or 
in their booklets.   

ORAL FEEDBACK  

 

During practical lessons students will receive teacher feedback in groups, pairs and individually as students 
rehearse or practice during their PAE lesson.    
   
Students will receive whole class feedback when a lot of students have made similar mistakes in assessments.   
   
Their teacher will give students additional tasks and feedback if students are achieving high levels in their PAE 
subjects.  
   
If students need some support their teachers in PAE will provide students with feedback which will help students 
get to the next stage.  
   
Students will give and receive oral feedback from their peers in all of their PAE lessons.   
   

 

FEEDBACK 

 

Feedback is organised by their teacher to help students reflect upon their work, allowing students to make 
progress moving forward. We will use a mixture of written feedback, and in-class activities and verbal feedback. 
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PHYSICAL EDUCATION 

 
LESSON/S PER WEEK: 1 for half the year and 2 for the other half               

HOMEWORK: As Necessary per week 

 

STAFF TO CONTACT: Miss C. Chapman (Head of Physical Education) 

 

COURSE CONTENT/DESCRIPTION 

 
In Year 9 the aim is to develop students' performance and understanding in a range of sporting activities. The experiences 
provided help to develop fitness, body control, co-ordination, co-operation and provide opportunities for competition. 
The course is divided into 9 units with an emphasis on games which include the following: 
 
Games  Volleyball 
  Basketball 
  Badminton 
  Dodgeball 
  Rounders 
  Netball 
  Football 
  Invasion unit 
 
Swimming  Rescue skills 

 

Throughout Key Stage 3, the emphasis is on participation and performance. The students develop their ability to 
understand, plan, perform and evaluate. Assessment of the skills is continuous throughout each unit and evidence of 
levels achieved will be collated for inclusion as part of the Key Stage 3 assessment process. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

GROUP ORGANISATION/SETTING 

 

In Year 9 classes are taught in Math sets.  Class teachers use a variety of teaching strategies and student groupings 

in order to ensure that students of all abilities can fulfill their potential. 

 

BOOKS/OTHER MATERIALS/VISITS etc. 

 

Compulsory P.E. Kit: Red polo shirt with black panels and Burntwood logo, red skort with black panel (both 
available from the uniform shop) and/or black tracksuit bottoms with white piping, sports trainers (not canvas 
shoes), long black socks, black swimming costume, PLAIN black swimming hat (available to purchase from the 
swim teacher) and towel. 
 
Recommended PE Kit: Black tracksuit top with red panels and white piping and Burntwood logo, for use outside 
(available from the uniform shop). 
 
Please ensure all PE kit is clearly labelled with their daughter’s name and form group, we can’t return lost kit unless 
we know who it belongs to. 
 
Any student who, for religious reasons, needs to have arms and legs fully covered may wear a PLAIN black  leotard 
and leggings for swimming. 
 
Events: Events and competitions are organised or attended in a wide variety of sporting activities. These range from 
school and Borough to County and national levels. 

 

HOW STUDENTS CAN HELP 

Encourage/support students who are involved in extra-curricular activities and events.  
Value their daughter's achievements, awards, badges etc. 
Make sure she has full PE kit and participates fully at all times. 
If their daughter cannot participate for a medical reason please ensure she has a signed note from students and still 
brings her full PE kit. 
Visits to sporting events broaden their daughter's experience.  Please support her participation in these. 
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ORAL FEEDBACK  

 

During practical lessons students will receive teacher feedback in groups, pairs and individually as students 
rehearse or practice during their PAE lesson.    
   
Students will receive whole class feedback when a lot of students have made similar mistakes in assessments.   
   
Their teacher will give students additional tasks and feedback if students are achieving high levels in their PAE 
subjects.  
   
If students need some support their teachers in PAE will provide students with feedback which will help students 
get to the next stage.  
   
Students will give and receive oral feedback from their peers in all of their PAE lessons.   

 

WRITTEN FEEDBACK 

 

Students will receive written feedback on their practical work completed in the lesson at least once each term. 
Their teachers will use some group feedback sheets, post-it notes and other quick ways to give students targets 
whilst students work so students know how to make immediate improvements to their work.   
  

Students will also receive feedback on homework via TEAMs once per half term (Dance, Drama, Music). 
Sometimes this will include rubrics for more detailed feedback.  
   
Students will be practically assessed each half term. Students will be able to find these levels on TEAMs. 

 

FEEDBACK 

All forms of spoken and written feedback can be used to help their teacher plan their lessons, and to help students 
understand how to improve in English. 
 
This feedback applies for Dance, Drama, Music and Physical Education.  
 

29 



30 

 

 VISUAL ARTS 

 
LESSON/S PER WEEK: 1         HOMEWORK: 20 Minutes per week 

 

STAFF TO CONTACT: Ms A. Meechan (Head of Art) 

 

COURSE CONTENT/DESCRIPTION 

 
Students continue to work on the skills they have been developing from year 7&8.  Emphasis is still on improving 
recording skills and focusing on the formal elements through investigation into the work and ideas of different 
artists. However, the ideas and thoughts of the students are also cultivated and they are encouraged to reflect 
and assess their own work and that of their peers.  
 
The Assessment objectives reflect those required for the GCSE course and our approach gives students a taste of 
what to expect if they choose Art as an exam option.  
 
We aim to engage all pupils through providing exciting projects -  including themes such as ‘Portraiture’ and 
‘viewpoints’ but which we adapt and refine to suit the cohort. 
 
An individual art pack will be provided for each student at the start of the year. This will include an A4 sketchbook  

A4 sketchbook which provides evidence of progress and research.  

 
Most homework assignments will be set on Teams for pupils to upload their evidence digitally. Levels will be assessed 
through practical outcomes, written research and a termly formal drawing assessment.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

GROUP ORGANISATION/SETTING 

 

Year 9 students are taught in mixed ability tutor groups. 

BOOKS/OTHER MATERIALS/VISITS etc. 

 

Resource books in each Art room. 

Internet access. 

Year 9 students are provided with an Art pack. 

The Art department will provide other materials and tools needed in art lessons. 

 

HOW YOU CAN HELP 

 
Ensure that your daughter looks after her Art pack – it is needed for all of Year 9. 
Encourage her to bring it each week to her lesson. 
Encourage her to use her local library to research artists and art movements. 
If safe and allowed, take your daughter to major local London Galleries: The National, The Tate, Tate Modern etc. 
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FEEDBACK 

What is feedback?  
Feedback is any information given to students by their teacher about their progress which will help students to 
move their learning forward. Feedback also highlights what students have done well.  
 
What will the feedback look like?  
Students will receive feedback in a variety of different ways. It might be written feedback in the form of marking (in 
their book or on Teams), or feedback given verbally by their teacher during a lesson. It might also be peer 
feedback – this is when students mark each other’s work after their teacher has given students guidance on what 
to look for. If their teacher is highlighting what students have done well students may receive a sticker or a stamp. 
  
What will I receive feedback for?  
Students will receive feedback every time students complete an assessment. Their teacher will give feedback to 
the class which will cover common mistakes and how to improve. Students will also get written feedback regularly 
throughout the year (see below). Generally written feedback will be for pieces of completed art and design work. 
Their class teacher will be able give students more information on exactly which pieces of work will receive written 
feedback.  
 
What should I do when I get feedback?  
Students will always be given time to reflect on their feedback, whether in class or as homework and students will 
be expected to complete targets set by their teacher or re-do a piece of work or question. This will make sure 
students get the maximum benefit from their feedback.  
 
How often will I get written feedback?  
6 times per year  
 

WRITTEN FEEDBACK 

Feedback is given to students in their sketchbooks once each term, in order to highlight work done well and 
provide action points for improvement. Students then reflect on the Teacher’s feedback in purple pen and 
complete the required actions. 
 

ORAL FEEDBACK 

Throughout practical lessons, during walk arounds. This could be technical advice, demonstration of how a task 
should be undertaken or a feedback conversation on how a learner could develop their ideas further.  
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DESIGN & TECHNOLOGY 

 
LESSON/S PER WEEK: 1                 HOMEWORK: 45 Minutes every two weeks 

 

STAFF TO CONTACT: Ms H. Wyglendacz (Head of Visual Arts and Design & Technology) or  

   Miss N. Rudkin (KS3 DT Co-ordinator) 

 

COURSE CONTENT/DESCRIPTION 

 
Students learn Design & Technology through three specialist subjects areas: Textiles, Graphics and Product Design.  
These areas are covered throughout the academic year and projects are connected to the general principles covered 
within the AQA GCSE Design and Technology specification.   
  
Across the year students learn about and practice several key concepts within Design and Technology as a subject:  
  

• Creativity – Understanding contexts, users and purposes in order to generate and develop exciting design 
concepts which show imagination and flair. Students will also learn how to effectively use equipment such as the 
sewing machine and laser cutter etc. to produce strong, creative final outcomes.    

• Observation – Improving upon existing drawing skills such as isometric and orthographic projections.  

• Critical Analysis- Investigating and analysing key designers work as well as learning how to effectively 
critique their own work.  

• Responding to the world around them – Focussing on social and environmental considerations in the world 
around us and the effect we have on our environment both as a consumer and designer.  

• Problem solving- Gaining the ability to problem solve and adapt to change through the design and 
manufacturing process.  

• Social Context – Considering a client or customers needs whilst designing their own ideas and constructing 
their prototypes.   

• Independent Thinking – Developing their own independent, imaginative style and vision within their work.   
  
All of these concepts covered within the year 9 Design and Technology curriculum allows students to develop into 
confident decision-makers who are adept at working both independently and as team-players.   
Students keep a booklet of work in addition to producing different made outcomes. Students take an end of year 
theory assessment where their Quality of Written Communication (QWC) will be marked alongside the work produced 
throughout the academic year to thoroughly assess students’ capabilities. Both literacy and numeracy 
feature heavily throughout the curriculum as these skills are an expectation within the GCSE course.   
 

 
 
 
 

  

GROUP ORGANISATION/SETTING 

 
Students are taught in Design and Technology in their tutor groups as mixed ability cohorts. 
Teachers closely monitor students’ individual needs and abilities and adapt their teaching to suit their classes as 
required.  This allows students to effectively progress within Design and Technology to achieve their full potential.  

BOOKS/OTHER MATERIALS/VISITS etc. 

Students are provided with specialist work booklets in Design and Technology alongside curriculum approved 

textbooks to support the development of their understanding and learning.  All practical materials are provided in 

lesson at a KS3 level.  Students may bring in extra materials to use in their practical work if they wish to do so.  

Dedicated Design and Technology clubs are also available to provide extra learning and used as additional support.  

 

HOW YOU CAN HELP 

 
Students will benefit from having a well-stocked pencil case with stationary such as a pencil, ruler, rubber, sharpener 
etc. to help develop their creative drawing skills in both subjects.  These pieces of equipment do not need to be 
expensive but will assit students in developing their drawing skills effectively. 
 
Access to the internet for research purposes and potentially a colour printer would be helpful.  Protective eyewear, tools 
and most resources are provided by the school. 
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FEEDBACK 

Feedback is organised by their teacher to help students reflect upon their work, allowing students to make 
progress moving forward. We will use a mixture of written feedback, in-class activities and verbal feedback. 
 

WRITTEN FEEDBACK 

Written feedback will be given to students in their workbooklets once each term.  
 
Written feedback will consist of advice given about areas of success as well as areas for improvement.  
 
Literacy comments will also be referenced if a student has made spelling/grammar or punctuation mistakes with 
either written or oral advice given on how to correct these.  
 
Students will have a levelled assessment each term to allow critical reflection of the topics that students have 
learnt about. These assessments will be deep marked with teacher written feedback and will link to topics covered 
in the KS4 curriculum.  
 
Students will receive written feedback on their practical work completed in lessons at least once each term. Their 
teachers will use some feedback sheets, post-it notes and other quick ways to give students targets whilst 
students work so students know how to make immediate improvements to their practical work. 
 

ORAL FEEDBACK 

Individual feedback is expected throughout practical lessons, during walk arounds. This could be technical advice, 
demonstration of how a task should be undertaken or a feedback conversation on how a learner could develop 
their ideas further.  
 
Students can also receive teacher feedback in groups or pairs dependant on the practical task beng carried out 
during their DT lessons.     
 
Periodically, whole class feedback will be given if numerous students have made similar mistakes in 
tasks/assessments.     
 
Additional tasks or structured instructions can be given throughout lessons to support students to make consistent 
progression within their work as well as providing stretch and challenge opportunities.    
 
Students will also consistently give and receive oral feedback from their peers at various points within their DT 
lessons.  
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PASTORAL CURRICULUM 

 
LESSON/S PER WEEK: 1                       HOMEWORK: When required per week 

 

STAFF TO CONTACT: Ms C. Potter (Year Curriculum Co-ordinator) 

 

COURSE CONTENT/DESCRIPTION 

 
During the Personal, Social, Health and Citizenship Education (PSHCE) course students will be studying a variety of 
topics relating to PSHE and Citizenship. The curriculum is designed to mirror students’ growing maturity, responsibilities 
and personal development, revisiting key themes throughout their education. For example, students will develop skills 
relating to self-awareness, presenting and debating ideas, and building empathy and respect; as well as growing their 
knowledge of healthy lifestyles, human rights and current socio-political issues. Students will be presented with 
situations in which they would need to work with others, analyse information, and consider moral and social dilemmas 
and make choices and decision about their future. 
 
Students will study 3 Units within Personal, Social and Health Education (PSHE) 

• Personal Wellbeing   
This unit concentrates on developing the students’ self-knowledge and their ability to manage their emotions 
and handle relationships. 

• Social Education  
This unit concentrates on exploring social issues and developing and understanding the students’ 
responsibilities towards other people in society, their values and their opinions. 

• Keeping Healthy  
This unit focusses on the students’ physical and mental health. Topics that will be discussed are adolescence, 
sex, eating disorders and drugs. 

 
Students will study 2 units within Citizenship 

• Becoming an active citizen – This unit will focus on the society in which the students’ live, on its laws and 
government and on developing the skills they require to become an active citizen. 

• Economic and financial capability – This unit aims to help the students’ manage their money effectively, to learn 
about the world of work and to practise the skills of being enterprising. This will support a wealth of wider Careers 
Education in Year 9, which helps to prepare students in making their GCSE preferences and beginning to think 
about their future.  

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

GROUP ORGANISATION/SETTING 

 

In Year 9, classes are taught in the mixed ability tutor groups that they have been in during Years 7 and 8. Class 

teachers use a variety of teaching strategies and student groupings in order to ensure that students of all abilities 

can fulfill their potential. 

 

 BOOKS/OTHER MATERIALS/VISITS etc. 

 

All resources are provided. 

 

HOW YOU CAN HELP 

 
• Access your daughter’s Microsoft Teams weekly email to check progress on her homework and support her 

with her any missed work and revision. 
• Contact your daughter’s tutor if you have any concerns. 
• Attend the annual Parents’ Evening and discuss your daughter’s achievements and personal targets. 
• Attend Parents’ Information Evening to support your daughter when making her preferences for GCSE. 
• Encourage your daughter to build her global awareness and cultural capital, by accessing news sources, 

reading widely and making the most of personal development opportunities in and out of school – such as the 
wide range of lunchtime and after-school clubs 

• Support your daughter and teachers in upholding the school rules and policies with relation to uniform, 
attendance, punctuality and behavioural expectations.  

• Celebrate your daughter’s achievements and encourage her to have high expectations of herself, both 
academically and in her personal development.  
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